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Spy trial opens today 

OSLO (R) — A senior Norwegian diplomat accused of spying for 
the Soviet Union. and Iraq goes on trial Monday amid unp- 
recedented security:. The diplomat, Ame Treholt, 42, was arr- 
ested at Oslo airport in January last year and later confessed he 
had been on his way to meet KGB -officials in Vienna. Police said 
his suitcase was packed with secret documents. Norway expelled 
.five diplomats from the Soviet embassy in Oslo 10 days after 
Treholt's arrest, and declared four other Soviet citizens unw- 
elcome. Treholt is accused of spying for the KGB from 1974 to 
1983 and of handing secret information to an Iraqi secret agent 
from 1 98 1 to 1 983. He faces 20years m prison if convicted.** I was 
an unorthodox diplomat who used unorthodox methods to create 
better understanding of No.-way’s national interests,” Treholt 
said in letters smuggled from his prison cell. He maintained his 
innocence in the letters. 
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Cairo grants bail to British suspect 

CAIRO (AP) — A British subject arrested for alleged inv- 
olvement in a plot to kill an exiled Libyan politician has been freed 
after paying his bail, a British embassy spokesman said Sunday. 
The spokesman. Alan Conyard. said Godfrey Shiner was released 
Saturday and was slaying in a Cairo hotel and said Shiner needed 
•‘a couple of days (o rest.** Shiner and fellow Briton Anthony Gil! 
were detained Nov. 1 7 by Egyptian security forces on charges 
they were involved in a plot to assassinate former Libyan Prime 
Minister Abdul Hamid Bakoush, who lives in exile in Cairo- On 
Feb. -2 a Cairo court ordered Shiner’s release on 30.UH0 pounds 
($36,000) bail. Under astute of emergency in force in Egypt since 
President Anwar Sadat was assassinated in October 1981, the 
Egyptian Interior Ministry had the right to contest Shiner's rel- 
ease within IS days of the court's ruling. It decided nni in. Cnn- 
yard said Gill did not apply for bail and remained in custody. He 
added that Egyptian law requires Shiner to stay in the country. 
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Cabinet approves 

sea links with Egypt 

AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet 
held a session Sunday presided 
over by Prime Minister Ahmad 
Obeidat in which it endorsed a 
decision to establish a sea link 
between the port of Aqaba and 
the Egyptian porr of Naabe'. The 
cabinet entrusted the Jordan Mar- 
itime Company to represent Jor- 
dan in the implementation -of the 
project 

8 die in Saadi 
C-130 crash 

RIYADH (AP) — A Saudi Ara- 
bian Royal Air Force C-130 air- 
■ craft crashed Sunday as it was 
about to land at Riyadh airbase 
and its eight oocupants were kil- 
led, the Saudi Defence Ministry 
announced. The ministry sta- 
tement said the American-made 
aircraft was on its return flight 
from a training mission. It said 
that as it approached the airbase 
runway, it was nodded that one of 
the C-130 wings was slanting 
downwards. The plane sub- 
sequently crashed and its eight 
occupants were killed, the ann- 
ouncement said. 

Sierra Leone 
leader in Cairo 

CAIRO (AP) — President Siaka 
Stevens of Sierra Leone arrived 
here Sunday for talks with Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak on African 
and bilateral issues. Cairo Radio 
said Mr. Stevens was greeted by 
Mr. Mubarak - at Kubbah Palace. 
The first round of taTIra between 
the two presidents is scheduled to 
start Monday. -Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Meguid was quoted 
Sunday as saying the talks would 
centre on African and int- 
ernational issues of mutual int- 
erest and on ways to develop bil- 
ateral relations. 

Israelis unhappy 
with Strauss 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli par- 
liamentarians Sunday said they 
would boycott a visit by Bavarian 
Prime Minister Franz Josef Str- 
auss to protest against his support 
for West German arms sales to 
Saudi Arabia. Mr. Strauss, who is 
scheduled to visit Israel this week 
as the guest of Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres, recently said West 
Germany should sell advanced 
Leopard-2 tanks to the Saudis 
because it would mean work for 
German factories. Par- 
liamentarians from both right- 
wing and left-wing parries Sunday 
sharply condemned his statement 
and some said they would refuse 
to meet him. 

IRA kills 
‘police informer’ 

LONDONDERRY, Northern 
Ireland (AP) — Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) men shot dead a man 
alleged to be a police informer in a 
Londonderry street Saturday- 
night, police said. The victim, who 
was not identified, wasfound dead 
with severe head injuries on the 
outskirts of the city’s staunchly 
Roman Catholic Bogside district, 
a police spokesman said. The 
IRA. in a statement to news org- 
anisations, claimed responsibility 
for the shooting and 'said that the 
man was an informer. The police 
refused to comment on the claim. 
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Occupation army besieges 9 Lebanese villages 


Israelis, resistance 
fighters keep up war 
of attrition, retaliation 


Plrice: Jordan 100 fils; Syria I pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 



SEDON, Lebanon (Agencies) — Israeli forces 
and resistance commandos kept up their war 
of attrition and retaliation in the Israeli- 
occupied South Lebanon Sunday, with the 
occupation army maintaining a siege over 
the nine Lebanese villages. 


Israeli soldiers came under att- 
ack three times overnight, with 
two Israeli soldiers wounded and 
one Lebanese shot dead in ran- 
dom return fire, military and pol- 
ice sources quoted by the Ass- 
ociated Press said. 

The military sources said the 
two soldiers were wounded by a 
roadside bomb in the village of 
Jibjanine. near the Israels’ front 
line with Syrian forces in eastern 
Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley. 

Automatic weapons fire and 
rocket-propelled grenades were 
aimed at an Israeli intelligence 
headquarters in the market town 
of Nabatiyeh and a rocket- 
propelled was fired at a post in 
Jouaya, 12 kilometres southeast 
of Tyre, according to the sources. 

Police sources in South Leb- 
anon said one Lebanese was killed 
and another wounded in random 
fire from the Nabatiyeh hea- 
dquarters. 

Israeli forces alsc^ sealed, off 
nine’ vafllages east of Tyre Sunday 


and cut roads across their front 
lines in South Lebanon, security 
sources quoted by Reuter said. 

Israeli troops sealed roads that 
crossed their “front lines,” and 
fuel was reported to be running 
out in the city of Tyre and flour to 
be in short supply in Nabatiyeh. 

The Israelis and their “South 
Lebanon Army” (SLA) militia all- 
ies have shot dead 14 Lebanese 
since Wednesday when they ste- 
pped up anti-resistance ope- 
rations after a series of attacks by 
resistance fighters. 

Israeli forces have been raiding 
a string of villages east of Tyre for 
five days, making mass arrests and 
destroying bouses where they 
claim weapons are found or att- 
acks originated. Military sources 
said the Israelis had also caused 
much damage to homes in their 
house-to-house searches. 

More than a score of houses 
have been destroyed in that time. 
_ but exact figures are not clear bec- 
ause Israeli forces are blocking 


MEA hijacker was taken away 
by PSP officials, witnesses say 


BEIRUT (R) — The man who 
hijacked a Middle East Airlines 
(ft^A) Boeing 707 to Cyprus 
Saturday was taken away by off- 
icials of the mainly Druze Pro- 
gressive Socialist Party (PSP) after 
the plane returned to Beirut, wit- 
nesses said Sunday. 

The hijacker. Doraid Hassan, a 
Druze airport immigration off- 
icial, leaped out of the plane in 
remote unfenced corner of the 
airport and disappeared. 

“He stepped into a white 
Range Rover with PSP officials 
and they headed away towards the 
(Druze) village of Shweifat,” one 
witness said. 

The daily As Safir Sunday 


named three PSP men in the car. 

PSP officials could not be rea- 
ched for comment, but in neg- 
otiations during the hijack one 
promised: “Come back to Bei- 
rut... we’ll protect you and take 
you to your village straight away.” 

One man was killed and seven 
people were injured as passengers 
escaped down the emergency chu- 
tes before the plane took off from 
Beirut. 

The hijacker was demanding 
changes in the promotion system 
of Beinitt airport security dep- 
artment and said his operation was 
“the voice of the silent majority... 
a revolt against the cost of living.” 


Bonn coalition partners voice 
reservations on ‘Star Wars’ 


SAARBRUECKEN, West Ger-‘ 
many (AP) — West Germany’s 
junior coalition partner, the Free 
Democratic Party (FDP), ended 
its two-day congress Sunday dur- 
ing which party leaders expressed 
scepticism about the U.S. str- 
ategic defence initiative. 

But the party’s newly-elected 
chairman. Economics Minister 
Martin Bangemann, dropped 
remarks about the space-based 
defence system from his closing 
speech at the congress. 

In prepared remarks released to 
reporters in advance of his speech, 
Mr. Bangemann said the U.S. 
administration - had not given 
“clear*’ answers to questions 
posed by its European allies about 
American research of space def- 
ence weapons, known as ‘Star 
Wars?. 

“If this vision were made rea- 


lity, would that mean the strategic 
decoupling of America from its 
allies?” Mr. Bangemann’ s pre- 
pared remarks said. 

“The Americans deny that, and 
we Europeans must oppose it with 
all decisiveness,” the advance ver- 
sion of Mr. Bangemann’ s remarks 
said. 

“Everything (from the pre- 
pared speech) applies,” Mr. Ban- 
gemann told the Associated Press, 
indicating that he stood by his 
prepared remarks. But Mr. Ban- 
gemann did not explain why he 
dropped the remarks when he del- 
ivered the speech to the congress. 

Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher, who stepped down as 
party chairman on Saturday after 
11 years as its leader, said the 
Europeans must “examine and 
weigh” the “chances and risks'' of 
the U.S. programme. 


Emissaries establish contact 
with captors of Filipino priest 


ZAMBOANGA CITY, Phi- 
lippines (AP) — Civilian emi- 
ssaries established initial contact 
Sunday with the kidnappers of a 
Roman Catholic bishop and eight 
companions and indications are 
that the hostages are unharmed 
the military said. 

Southern military commander 
Major General Deifin Castro told' 
reporters that the army has- not 
received “any ransom demand or 
anything” from the kidnappers of 
the Most Rev. Federico JBscalev. 
He said the emissaries — ide- 
ntified only as relatives of the kid- 
nappers’ leader — were to meet 
with the group again on Monday. 

“We have totally cordoned off 
all escape routes and we have pin- 


pointed the area where the kid- 
nappers are holed up,” Gen. Cas- 
tro said. “However, the ins- 
truction is that even if the kid- 
nappers are sighted, no assatih will 
be made to ensure the safety of the 
hostages.” 

About 1,000 soldiers are gua- 
rding possible exit points and navy 
gunboats have established a blo- 
ckade to prevent any attempt by 
the kidnappers ., to escape by sea, 
Gen. Castro said (See page 8). 

Gen. Castro said the kidnappers 
were holed up in a forested area 
between Tungawan and Ticiapul 
villages in Zamboanga Del Sur 
Province, about 90 kilometres 
northeast of this port city, 865 kil- 
ometres south of Manila. 


access to some villages. 

On Sunday they carried out 
search -and- arrest operations in 
the villages of Arab Salim, Sir A1 
Gharbiyeh. Jouwaya, Bourj Rah- 
il al, Kabrikha, Toura, Maarakeh, 
Deir Qanoun An Nahr and Bed- 
ias, security sources said. 

These villages lie among the 
bare hillsides east of Tyre, where 
the Israelis established a new 
“front line” after they withdrew 
from the Sidon area just over a 
week ago. 

Timor Goksel. spokesman for 
United Nations forces in the 
south, said the Israelis rounded up 
villagers for questioning and blew 
up several houses and a car. 

Shi'ite leader Nabih Bern, the 
cabinet minister responsible for 
southern Lebanon, has accused 
Israel of trying to drive Muslims 
out of the area north of its border 
and forbade anyone to leave. 

Mr. Beni, leader of the Amal 
militia which has been in the for- 
efront of resistance to the Israelis 
in the south, called for a general 
mobilisation and said: “ Residents 
must lay ambushes and confront 
with arms enemy forces entering 
any township.” 

War iq Lebanon takes toll on Isr- 
aell Srtny' morale, page 4 ■ 


Thousands of 
coalminers 
stage march 
in London 

LONDON (R) — Thousands of 
British coalminers marched thr- 
ough central London Sunday in 
support of their 1 1 -month-old str- 
ike over pit closures. 

The marchers planned to del- 
iver a letter to Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher's London off- 
ice urging her government to lift 
what they called its embargo on 
new peace talks. 

. But, as they set off. two gov- 
ernment ministers said the time 
| for talking was over and that min- 
ers must decide for themselves or 
stay out indefinitely and watch 
their industry collapse. 

The state-run National Coal 
! Board, which is insisting on the 
right to close money-losing pits, 1 
was predicting a mass return to 
. work Monday after the collapse 
last week of another peace ini- ( 
1 dative. 

It says 46 per cent of Britain’s 
1 87,400 miners are now working 
and has offered a cash bonus of up 
to £100 ($107) for any miner ret- 
urning to work before March 11. j 

Strike leaders say 80 per cent of 
miners are still out. 

Peace talks between the two 
sides broke down four months ago 
with the National Union of Min- 
eworkers (NUM) refusing to con- 
’ cede that the employers had a 
right to dose loss-making pits. 

Energy Secretary Peter Walker, 

, who has made a series of retum- 
to-work appeals over die wee- 
kend, said Sunday the strike had 
not brought British industiy to a 
standstill as miners' leaders had 
predicted. 

“Miners should now return to 
work in order to see that no more 
coal faces are destroyed, no more 
jobs are lost, no more divisions in 
the miners' union appear,” he 
added. 

Speaking on radio and tel- 
evision, Coal Minister David Hunt 
ruled out any further negotiations. 
“It is about time they recognised 
the strike is over. Now the only 
real alternative is for everyone to 
get back to work,” be said. 

A strike by miners in 1974 for- 
ced power cuts, brought British 
industry to the verge of standstill 
and helped bring down the Con- 
servative Party government of 
Edward Heath. 

This time, the government has 
kept power stations running with 
coal produced by miners defying 
the strike and by switching from 
coal to oil. 



REFUGE IN INDIA: Members of a Sri 

T-anfrnn Tamil family, which fled the government 
crackdown on Tamil activists in the Indian Ocean 
Island, take food at a refugee camp in the southern 
In dian port of Ramcswaram. The famfly, along with 


Israelis 
close 30 
Palestinian 
shops in 
Hebron 

OCCUPIED. WEST BANK 
.(Agsncics)v: — The Israeli occ- 
upation authorities Sunday closed 1 
30 Palestinian-owned shops in the 
central market of the West Bank 
Town of Hebron following two 
anti-Israeli attacks, military off- 
icials said. 

A fire bomb was thrown Sat- 
urday at an Israeli vehicle and a 
small bomb exploded in the bus 
station of the town, the officials 
said. 

Hebron has been a major fla- 
shpoint of violence between Pal- 
estinians and Jewish settlers who 
have moved into the town occ- 
upied by Israel in the 1967 Middle 
East war. 

In a related development, the 
Israeli-installed mayor of Hebron. 
Zamir Shems. Sunday threatened 
the city’s inhabitants with more 
collective punishments if attacks 
continue on Israeli soldiers and 
vehicles. 

Shems was addressing a mee- 
ting the city's shopkeepers and cit- 
izens who were forced to attend 
the meeting, the Jordanian News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

Israel Radio reported that cur- 
few imposed on the town was still 
valid for the third day running 
Sunday while Israeli troops con- 
tinued searches and arrests. 

The Israeli authorities have 
been facing increased anti- 
occupation activities by the Pal- 
estinians living in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza. In an att- 
empt to curb the growing anti- 
Israeli violence, the Israeli def- 
ence minister, Yitzhak Rabin, has 
threatened to deport activists and 
.said that the occupation aut- 
horities would increase the num- 
ber of army soldiers patrolling the 
occupied territories. 

Armed men, presumably Jew- 
"ish settlers, burned two Arab 
buses last week and the occ- 
upation authorities have not rep- 
orted any arrests made in con- 
nection with the attacks. 

However, the Israeli threats and 
continued arrests and collective 
punishments have not been able to 
stem the anti-occupation activities 
staged by the Palestinians. 


AP wirvpholo 

an unknown number of others, was forced to flee 
Sri on boat across tbe Palk Strait to India in 
the wake of a Sri Lankan army campaign against 
T amil rebels seeking a separate homeland in the 
idand. 


Saeh: Jordan-PLO 
agreement conforms 
to Palestinian Charter 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Pal- 
estine National Council (PNC) 
Speaker Sheikh Abdul Hamid Al 
Saeh has said in Kuwait that the 
agreement reached by Jordan and 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) on Feb. 11 on a 
’formula for joint action to settle 
the Palestinian problem does not 
conflict with the Palestinian nat- 
ional charter. 

Sheikh Saeh, who left Kuwait 
for Sana' a. North Yemen, on Sun- 
day after a two-day visit, des- 
cribed the Jordan-PLO accord as 
an “Arab step aimed at acquiring 
international recognition of the 
legitimate rights of the Palestinian 
people.” 

The PNC speaker, who held 
talks with the cm ir of Kuwait, She- 
ikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah. 
Kuwaiti Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sa’ad Al Abd- 
ullah Al Sabah and Foreign Min- 
ister Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, told reporters that the 
Jordan-PLO agreement conforms 
to resolutions adopted by the PNC 
on the FLO’S relations with Jor- 
dan and the organisation’s str- 
uggle to liberate the Israeli- 
occupied territories. 

The PNC speaker’s talks with 
the Kuwaiti leaders dealt with the 
current Middle East situation and 



Sheikh Abdul Hamid Al Saeh 

the Jordan-PLO accords, acc- 
ording to Kuwaiti and PLO off- 
icials. 

In Sana'a. Sheikh Saeh was 
expected to meet North Yemeni 
President AJi Mohammad Saleh 
and other senior North Yemeni 
leaders before proceeding to 
Aden. South Yemen. 


AMMAN U-T.) — Jordan Sunday 
categorically denied a Syrian acc- 
usation that five men crossing into 
Syrian territory from Jordan att- 
acked a civilian vehicle in Syria 
and killed two of its occupants. 

A statement issued by the Int- 
erior Ministry said Jordan knows 
nothing about such an incident 
either in Syrian territory or near 
the Jordanian-Svrian border. The 
Jordanian security forces near the 
common border were not aware ol 
any such occurrence nvir did they 
register or hear reponsof any such 
incident in the past few- days or 
overnight Sunday as claimed by 
the allegation carried by the off- 
icial Syrian News Agency 
(SANA), the statement said. 

The statement, carried by Jor- 
dan Television at the regular eight 
O'clock news. . expressed regret 
over the Syrian allegation which it 
said contained an open threat aga- 
inst Jordan. 

The SANA report, quoting a 
Syrian Interior Ministry sta- 
tement. alleged that a pick-up 
truck carrying five men from Jor- 
dan entered Syria illegally laie 
Saturday night and attacked a civ- 
ilian vehicle, killing two of its occ- 
upants. The gunmen crossed the 
border back to Jordan early Sun- 
day. the SANA report had all- 
eged. 

Jordan Television also said that 
SANA retracted the report later 
Sunday. Quoting the Kuwaiti 
News Agency correspondent in 
Damascus the television said 
SANA did not give any exp- 
lanation to the retraction. 


Arar begins 
Saudi visit 

RIYADH (Petra) — Deputy- 
Prime Minister and Interior Min- 
ister Suleiman Arar arrived in 
Riyadh Sunday at the head of a 
Jordanian delegation on an off- 
icial visit to Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Arar is scheduled to hold 
talks with the Saudi interior min- 
ister. Prince Nayef Ibn Abdul 
Aziz, and other Saudi officials on 
Jordanian-Suudi relations and 
ways to enhance cooperation in 
various fields. 

The delegation accompanying 
Mr. Arar includes Criminal Inv- 
estigations Director Colonel 
Mohammad AlTarzi. Desen Pol- 
ice Director Li.-Coi. Fawaz Al 
Zabin and the minister’s sec- 
retary. Mr. Mohammad Hamdan. 


Shamir: Jordan-PLO accord is ‘unacceptable’ 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — " Israeli 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
said Sunday the recent agreement 
between Jordan and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
on joint action towards settling the 
Palestinian problem was “una- 
cceptable” to Israel. 

The agreement, which calls for a 
joint Jordan-PLO team to neg- 
otiate on the Middle East at an 
international conference, contains 
three elements unacceptable to 
Israel. Mr. Shamir said before lea- 
ving for Paris. 

Israel refuses talks that include 
the PLO, rejects an international 
conference on the Middle East 
and opposes the establishment of 
a Palestinian state, also called for 
in the agreement. Mr. Shamir told 
reporters. 

Mr. Shamir's talks in Paris. 
Bonn and the Hague arc aimed at 
assuring Israeli agricultural exp- 
orts to Europe will not be harmed 
by the entry of Spain next year to 


the Common Market. 

In a brief airpon statement in 
Paris. Mr. Shamir said relations 
with the 1 0-nation bloc would be 
the focus of talks Monday with 
President Francois Mitterrand 
and External Relations Minister 
Roland Dumas. 

■ The community buys two-thirds 
of Israel's agricultural exports and 
Israeli officials fear that Spain's 
planned entry into the trading 
block will shut off this market. 

In Tel Aviv, former Israeli For- 
eign Minister Abba Eban said 
Sunday that the Jordan-PLO acc- 
ord was “a narrow opening but so 
narrow it is hardly visible.” 

Mr. Eban, now chairman' of the 
parliament's foreign and defence 
committee, told Reuters that since 
the agreement did not include a 
mention of U.N. Resolution 242. 
with its implied recognition of Isr- 
ael, it was not really different from 
previous PLO positions. 

The text of the agreement was 


released in Amman Saturday. 
“Some are saying that the accord 
gives implicit recognition of 242.” 
Mr. Eban said. “After 37 years (of 
Israel's creation) we don’t need 
implicit recognition of 242. We 
need explicit recognition of Isr- 
ael.” he said. 

Mr. Shamir said Israel stood by 
its offer to" negotiate directly with 
Jordan without preconditions” 
and that it remained committed to 
the 1978 Camp David accords 
with Egypt, which outlines a plan 
for Palestinian “autonomy" in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

In Damascus, the Syrian go\- 
ernmeni issued its first official cri- 
ticism of the Jordan-PLO accord 
on Sunday. Parliament Speaker 
Mahmoud Zoubi contended that 
the accord “jeopardises Arab 
rights... Israel has no land or peace 
to give.” Mr. Zoubi was speaking 
to a visiting Spanish parliamentary 
team. 


Indian army begins court martials of Sikh deserters 


■NEW DELHI (AP) —The army 
is starting court martial pro- 
ceedings against some of the 2,000 
Sikh soldiers who mutinied in eas- 
tern Bihar state and deserted to 
protest the army assault on tbe 
Sikhs’ Golden Temple last June, 
the United News of India reported 
Sunday. UNI said the court mar- 
tial of two soldiers began Saturday 
before a five-judge tribunal hea- 
ded by a Sikh brigadier general in 
Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh, about 
650 kilometres southeast of New 
Delhi. Other trials were expected 
to begin soon. 

The two accused, Havildar Hari 
Singh and Naflc Sadhu Singh, both 


under 40 and not further ide- 
ntified. are charged with mutiny 
and could face a death sentence if 
convicted, UNI said. 

They also are charged with bre- 
aking open the armoury and loo- 
ting arms and ammunition on J une 
10 at the Sikh Regimental Centre 
in Ramgarh. central Bihar. 

The commander was killed and 
two officers critically wounded in 
the uprising by soldiers who fired 
indiscriminately, hijacked trucks 
and started towards the Golden 
Temple in Amritsar, Punjab. 

An estimated 2,500 to 5,000 
Sikh soldiers mutinied in nine sta- 
tes, including Punjab, and tried to 


reach the battered Golden Tem- 
ple complex where the army had 
attacked Sikh terrorists. At least 
1 ,000 Sikhs and 220 soldiers were 
killed at the temple, according to 
reliable sources. 

An army spokesman could not 
be reached immediately for com- 
ment Sunday on the court martials 
and it was not known exactly how 
many would be brought to trial 
from Bihar and other states. 

UNI, quoting army sources, 
said 20 other Bihar mutineers 
would be tried in Jabalpur and 
other tribunals would be set up. 
Other cases from Bihar would be 
tried in Allahabad, northern Uttar 


Pradesh, it said. 

The news agency, quoting a sen- 
ior army source, said not all the 
rebels would face charges of rauc- 
iny and death sentences and said 
most of them would be treated len- 
iently because the rebellions had 
taken place under “peculiar cir- 
cumstances.” 

In a six-hour hearing Saturday 
the court was told that the troops - 
revolted, looted the army, incited 
others to violence and com- 
mandeered vehicles and drove off. 

The commandant was not mur- 
dered, as earlier had been rep- 
orted, but was killed “purely by 
accident” , senior officers said . 


■ Ji' 













2 Home -Middle East news 

Sheikh Saad reappointed as premier 

Kuwaiti crown prince 
to form new cabinet 


KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait’s Crown Prince, Sheikh 
Saad A1 Abdullah A1 Sabah was appointed Sunday 
as prime minis ter and entrusted with the formation 
of a new Kuwaiti government by virtue of an Emiri 
Decree issued by the ruler, Sheikh Jaber AI Ahmad 
A1 Sabah. 


The -outgoing cabinet led by 
Sheikh Saad had resigned Sat- 
urday in accordance with the con- 
stitution of this Gulf state which 
stipulates a new ministerial cou- 
ncil be formed once elections have 
been held for a new four-year par- 
liamentary term. 

It is an established convention 
of Kuwait since its independence 
in 1961 that the crown prince 
double as prime minister. 

The elections for the 50- 
member National Assembly were 
held Wednesday. The outcome 
announced the following day ref- 
lected voter favour for the par- 
liamentary candidates most out- 
spoken in their demands for eco- 
nomic and social reforms, in the 
wake of the 19R2 stock market 
crash and its repercussions on the 
economy already riddled by a 
weak international oil market. 

Sheikh Saad immediately began 
consultations for the new min- 
isterial council which should num- 
ber 16. as the constitution sti- 
pulates that the cabinet members 
do not exceed one-third of the 
assembly members. 

Well-placed sources said a key 
factor in the new cabinet would be 
the choice of a new finance min- 
ister. The portfolio had been ent- 
rusted ro the oil minister. Sheikh 
Ali Khalifa Al Sabah, after the 
former Finance Minister Abdul 
Latif Al Hamad resigned because 
of differences over the gov- 
ernment handling of the stock 
market crisis. 

Sheikh Ali Khalifa was to mai- 
ntain the-other key portfolio of oil. 
the sources affirmed. 

The emir, meanwhile, also lau- 
nched consultations on the new 
government and the post-election 
stage in meetings with the spe- 
akers of all former assemblies. 

Under the constitution, cabinet 
members are appointed by the 
emir and need not be elected 
members of parliaments. Min- 
isters who are not elected mem- 
bers. however, join the assembly 
for as long as they hold their por- 
tfolios. 


Kuwait's parliament, already 
the feistiesi in the Arab World, 
will likely press the government 
even harder for reform and gre- 
ater foreign policy independence 
following recent elections. Wes- 
tern and Kuwaiti observers bel- 
ieve. 

In balloting last Wedhesday for 
50 elected National Assembly 
seats, voters selected a bloc of four 
outspoken, left-leaning Arab nat- 
ionalists as well as about 1 0 others 
supported by or members of two 
Sunni Muslim fundamentalist 
groups — all dedicated to pre- 
serving the independence of par- 
liament from the government and 
ruling Al Sabah family. 

Among the new par- 
liamentarians, many of whom 
hold advanced degrees from Wes- 
tern universities, is Dr. Ahmad Al 
Kharib, a left-leaning Nasserite 
whose independent views were in 
pan responsible for the 1976 dec- 
ision by the former emir, the late 
Sheikh Sabah AJ Sabah, to sus- 
pend parliament for five years. 

Another newcomer expected to 
emerge as a strong voice in the 
new assembly is Abdullah Al Naf- 
isi. a devout, aniculate Muslim 
who was once removed from his 
teaching post at Kuwait Uni- 
versity for writing a book critical 
of the Al Sabah family, who have 
ruled this country since 1 756. 

Although opposition groups are 
too small to dominate the ass- 
embly, where tribal factions and 
appointed members loyal to the 
Al Sabahs form the majority. 
Western and Kuwaiti observers 
believe the leftists and fun- 
damentalists will be strong enough 
to influence public opinion and 
force a hearing of their views. 

“The government is going to 
have to be extremely cautious 
about what it does." said one Wes- 
tern diplomat, who’s poke on con- 
dition Tie' not be identified by 
name : Tir" nationality. “Kuwaitis 
are genuinely proud of the pol- 
itical process.” 

The diplomat said he expected 
the new assembly to be more out- 


spoken in support of Palestinian 
and other Arab causes, more cri- 
tical of U.S. military involvement 
in the Gulf and less willing to go 
along with efforts by the six- 
member Gulf Cooperation Cou- 
ncil (GCC). of which Kuwait is a 
member, to form a defensive mil- 
itary alliance. 

Domestically, the new assembly 
is expected to push for imp- 
rovement in housing, expanding 
citizen participation in gov- 
ernment, ending the so-called 
favouritism to wealthy, well- 
connected families and. in the case 
of Mr. Khatib and his followers, to 
extend women the right to vote. 

Even before the election, the 
Kuwaiti parliament had dem- 
onstrated • that it was not the 
rubber-stamp which had been 
expected after Arab Nationalists 
and pro-Iranian ShPites lost their 
seats in the 1981 balloting. 

After the AI Sabah family rev- 
ived parliamentary life in 1981. 
the new assembly took several 
controversial decisions opposed 
by the government, including rej- 
ecting a bill to limit press freedom, 
denying voting rights to women, 
blocking funds to the Syrians to 
maintain their forces in Lebanon 
and forcing the withdrawal of a 
constitutional amendment to exp- 
and the powers of the emir. 

In February 1 983. the assembly 
aroused the indignation of the for- 
eign community by passing a law 
forbidding embassies from imp- 
orting any kind of alcoholic bev- 
erage — a regulation even more 
stringent than in neighbouring 
Saudi Arabia. 

Kuwait's unusual brand of 
democracy emerged in part from 
the traditional style of rule of the 
Al Sabahs, who governed in close 
consultation with merchant fam- 
ilies who provided the foundation 
of the economy here until the oil 
boom. 

After independence from Bri- 
tain in 1961, the system was exp- 
anded to permit an elected par- 
liament with a constitutional right 
to enact legislation and remove 
cabinet ministers, except for iha ( 
prime minister, by votes of con-;, 
fidence. By Western standards,-, 
however, Kuwaiti democracy is 
limited. Voting rights are res- 
tricted to males over age 21 whose 
families lived here before 1922. 


Sudan sentences 4 Baathists to jail, lashings 


KHARTOUM (R)— A Sudanese 
criminal court has sentenced four 
members of the outlawed Sud- 
anese Baath Party to prison terms 
and lashings for printing leaflets 
hostile to the state, the Sudanese 
News Agency SUN A reported 
Sunday. 

It said the court, in a ruling late 
Saturday, acquitted the four on 
the more serious charge of wag- 
ing war against the state, which 
carries the penalty of death or life 
imprisonment. 


The four pro-Iraqi Baathists 
were arrested last month at a 
house in which police found dup- 
licating machines, printing equ- 
ipment and a large number of lea- 
flets. SUNA said. Under Sud- 
anese law, all political parties are 
illegal except the ruling Sudanese 
Socialist Union. 

SUNA said Bashir Hamad Ibr- 
ahim was given five years jail and 
80 lashes. Jaili Abdul Kareem 
Ibrahim two years and 80 lashes. 


and Hatim Abdul Dhaam Abdul 
Hadi and Othman Sheikh Al 
Amin 80 lashes and a fine of 5.000 
Sudanese pounds ($2,000) or two 
years in prison each. 

Lashes were introduced in Sep- 
tember 1983 when President Jaa- 
far Numeiri proclaimed Sharia 
(Islamic Law) in the country. 

Diplomats say the Sudanese 
Baathists are a small group with 
little support outside the uni- 
versities. 



ESCAPED PASSENGER: -A Lebanese which was hijacked at Beirut International Airport 
woman is carried on a stretcher at Barbir Hospital Saturday (AP wire photo) 
after she escaped from the Middle East Airtines jet 


Palestinian 
faces 
retrial for 
Sartawi 
murder 

ALBUFEIRA, Portugal (R) — A 
young Palestinian goes on trial for 
the second time Monday charged 
with the murder of a leading mod- 
erate in the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

Muhammad Hussein Rashid is 
accused of killing Issam Sartawi 
during a Socialist International 
Congress at this seaside resort in 
southern Portugal in April 1983. 

At his first trial just over a year 
ago Rashid, 26. admitted he was 
part of a plot to kill Sartawi. but he 
was found guilty only on a charge 
of having a false Moroccan pas- 
sport and sentenced to three 
years' jail. 

Last June Portugal's supreme 
coun ordered a retrial 1 alleging 
Rashid's responsibility in the sho- 
oting had not been sufficiently cla- 
rified. 

Tight security was expected to 
surround Rashid's return to the 
tiny Albufeira courtroom, the 
scene of his earlier trial. 

The retrial comes at a time 
when the Portuguese government 
is highly concerned about political 
violence fallowing ha mb., attacks 
by Porttjjjuese "guerrillas earlier 
this year. 

A new internal security bilL 
which was drawn up after the Sar- 
tawi killing, is now awaiting final 
approval by parliament. 

The prosecution is expected to 
call new witnesses. At the earlier 
trial, witnesses could not agree on 
the identity of the gunman. Some 
said more than one person fired 
the shots which killed Mr. Sartawi 
in the crowded lobby of an Aib- 
ufeira hotel. 

Rashid was arrested in Lisbon 
hours later after taking a taxi from 
Albufeira. He originally confessed 
to the killing but later said he only 
acted as a decoy for the real mur- 
derer. 

But he said he was a member of 
Abu NidaL, a radical breakaway 
Palestinian group. 


Addis Ababa calls for 
return of Falashas 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethiopia 
has demanded the immediate ret- 
urn of some 12.000 so-called Fal- 
asha Jews secretly transported to 
Israel and said that they were in no 
way Jewish. 

A lengthy Foreign Ministry sta- 
tement accused Israel and Sudan, 
a neighbour of Ethiopia, of “con- 
spiracy and acts of brigandage" in 
organising the departure from 
northern Ethiopia of the Falashas, 
known as the black Jews of Eth- 
iopia. 

Earlier this year Israeli aut- 
horities announced that they had 
conducted a secret airlift, via 
Sudan and Europe, to carry more 
than 10.000 Falashas from the 
northern Ethiopian province of 
Gondar to Israel. Others had left 
earlier. 

Many Jews regard the Falashas 
as one of the lost tribes of Israel, 
but the statement said this was “a 
distortion of facts for which there 
is no historical, archaeological or 
anthropological basis wha- 
tsoever.” 

Ethiopia accused Israel of pus- 
hing the Falashas into West Bank 
settlements “to serve as cannon 
fodder in the event of hostilities'* 
with Arab states and made ref- 
erence to the fact that several Fal- 
ashas had committed suicide by 
hanging since the airlift, cod- 
enaraed “Operation Moses," 
began. 

The statement said the Falashas 
were one of many Semitic groups 
in northern Ethiopia who had 
“remained faithful to the old ways 
of (Ethiopian) life.” 

The Falashas, believed to total 
about 28,000. are one of the many 
communities threatened by a fam- 
ine facing at least eight million of 
Ethiopia's 41 million people. 

News that several thousand 
Falashas had been moved to Israel 
via Sudan broke earlier this year 
and a Belgian air transport com- 
pany involved suspended the ope- 
ration. It was later put on an Arab 
blacklist. 

Ethiopia has condemned the 
airlift as an act of piracy. 

The Foreign Ministry statement 
was issued before Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) ministers 
meet here to lay the foundations 


JORDAN 

APU chief heads for 
council talks in Sana’a 


DAMASCUS (Pfitra) — Sec- 
retary General of the Arab Par- 
liamentary Union (APU) Abdul 
Rahman Al Bourawi has left 
Damascus at the head of an APU 
delegation for Sana’a to prepare 
for the 15th session of the APU 
council, due to be held next Tue- 
sday. 

In a statement to the Jordanian 
News Agency. Petra. Mr. Bourawi 
said the' council will discuss, dur- 
ing its three-day session, a number 
of issues pertaining to the Pal- 
estine question, the Iran- Iraq war 
and ways for ending this Gulf con- 
flict. 

The council will also discuss the 
Israeli occupation of South Leb- 
anon, Iranian attacks- on Arab 
tankers in the Gulf and will discuss 


ways for unifying Arab ranks and 
mobilising Arab powers to cou- 
nter the Israeli enemy. 

The council will also discuss the 
\PtTs plan of action for this year 
ud will review the federation's 
•etivitiesand achievements during 
the year 1984. Mr. Bourawi said. 

He added that acwng other sub- 
jects of discussion, during the 
meeting, will be the. APUs par- 
ticipation in the 73rd conference 
of the International Parliamentary 
Union which will be held in 
March. 

The APU will also fix a date for 
the APLTs fourth conference, due 
to be held in Damascus and will 
approve its agenda. 
Parliamentary delegation leaves 
for APU meeting, page 3 


Iranians continue protest 
in Copenhagen cathedral 


for a statement on Africa’s parlous 
economic situation, which will be 
put to a summit meeting in May or 
June. 

The statement said: “The Fal- 
ashas are first and foremost Eth- 
iopians who have contributed 
Immensely to the development of 
black culture and in the... cou- 
ntry's glorious past.” 

“The uprooting of a black peo- 
ple. with black civilisation, from 
where they have lived peacefully 
for centuries is a serious offence 
not only to Ethiopia and Africa 
but also to blacks worldwide who 
have shattered the fetters of sla- 
very through bitter and arduous 
struggles,” it added. 

The Falashas were “confronted 
with an alien natural and social 
environment (in Israel), a culture 
with which they have nothing in 
common and a... life difficult to 
cope with.” 

“They are settled in the most 
precarious surroundings along the 
Israeli border to serve as cannon 
fodder in the event of hostilities.” 
They were discriminated against 
in housing and given menial jobs, 
the statement said. 

Intimidation, disillusionment 
and rejection of their new social 
and political situation had led to a 
growing spate of suicides among 
them, it added. 

“In view of. the unlawful abd- 
uction of its citizens. the Ethiopian 
government appeals to the int- 
ernational community to prevail 
on the government of Israel to 
respond favourably to its demand 
for the orderly and immediate 
repatriation of its abducted cit- 
izens,” the statement said. 

Meanwhile Radio Mogadishu 
Saturday reported Tigray rebels as 
saying twenty people died and 150 
were wounded in an Ethiopian air 
raid this week on the town of Abi 
Adi in the country’s northern Tig- 
ray province. 

The Somali state radio, mon- 
itored by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC), quoted the 
Tigray People's Liberation Front 
(TTLF) as saying Ethiopian jets 
bombed the town as people were 
celebrating the front's 40th ann- 
iversary. 


COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) 
— A hundred Iranian asylum- 
seekers protesting the ordered 
expulsion of two countrymen sat 
quietly through a scheduled Lut- 
heran worship service Sunday as 
they entered the second day of a 
sit-in at Copenhagen cathedral 

Mehran Vahran, a member of 
the group and designated spo- 
kesman for Denmark’s 3,000 Ira- 
nian residents, said Copenhagen 
Bishop Ole Benelsen gave them 
permission to stay in the sanctuary 
of Vor Frue Kirke until Monday. 

“We plan to leave the church 
then and march through the city to 
Christiansborg (parliament), 
where we’ll hold a dem- 
onstration,” Vahran said in a 
radio interview. 

With a sign outside the church 
proclaiming “we are here because 
we fear being expelled,” the group 
claimed that Iranians who flee the 
Ayatollah Khomeini* s Islamic reg- 
ime risk reprisals if they return. 


The Iranians converged in the 
church Saturday, a day after a 
government-appointed refugee 
appeals board upheld an earlier 
decision to refuse asylum to two 
Iranian men, ordering them out of 
Denmark by midnight Tuesday. 

Vahran said the demonstrators 
want access to a secret report on 
Iranian conditions from Den- 
mark's Tehran embassy. The 
board reaffirmed its ruling on the 
basis of the report, which was ord- 
ered furnished by Denmark's par- 
liamentary Ombudsman after the 
initial ruling in January. 

“We believe that report is very 
rosy about conditions in Iran.” 
Vahran said, contending that the 
men’s lives might be endangered if 
they returned there. 

Refugee officials reported that 
one of the men. 22. slashed his 
wrists on hearing the ruling and 
that the other. 24. has gone und- 
erground. 


Iran publicly hangs four 
Mujahedin guerrillas 


TEHRAN (R) — Four guerrillas 
of the opposition Mujahedin 
organisation have been banged in 
public in the southern Iranian city 
of Shiraz, diplomats here said 
Sunday. ' " 

They confessed on television to 
killing three shopkeepers and' 
were hanged separately outside 
their victims’ shops. 

The executions were designed 
both as a deterrent and to reassure 
supporters of the Islamic regime 
that the authorities were taking a 
recent wave of killings by opp- 
osition groups seriously, the dip- 
lomats said. 

Eighteen people were killed 
and over 300 wounded in a big 
explosion outside Tehran Railway 
Station last August and seven 
more were killed and 50 injured in 
three blasts in the past three 
months. 

At least five government sup- 
porters have been shot dead in 
recent weeks in attacks attributed 
to opposition groups, including a 


school principal shot dead in front 
of his pupils. 

The diplomats said the opp-‘ 
osition attacks had been stepped- 
up in the run-up t6 , celebrations, 
earlier this month of the sixth ann- 
iversary of the Islamic Revolution. 

The opposition now appeared 
considerably more active than a 
year ago. although the attacks 
were on nothing like the scale of 
the early days of the revolution, 
they said. 

Six years after the overthrow of 
the late Shah, security forces still 
patrol cities with sub- 
machine-guns. visitors to gov- 
ernment buildings are searched 
and political and religious leaders 
travel in bullet-proof cars. 

Intelligence Minister Moh- 
ammad Mohammadi-Reyshahri 
said last week a Mujahedin cell 
responsible for several killings had 
been airested this month in the 
northern city of Tabriz. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

* An exhibition about the Jordanian 
fauna and animal life at the French Cul- 
tural Centre (FCC) 

* Indian books exhibition at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan Central Library. 

* An exhibition of photographs by Adib 

A iwan at Yarmouk University. 

FILM 


• “Being There" at 7:00 p.m. at ihe 
American Centre. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre ..teL 

American Centre 

American Centre Library ... 

British Council 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute ... 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Turkish Cultural Centre — 

Ha ya Am Centre ........ 

Hussein Youth City — 

Y.W.C.A. 

Y.W.M.A 

Amman Municipal Library 
University of Jordan Libraiy 


MUSEUMS 


661026/7 
.. 44371 
...41520 
36147-8 
.. 37009 
.. 41993 
.. 44203 
.. 24049 
, 39777 
665195 
667181 
_ 41793 
664251 
- 36111 
843535 


FoUdore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 1 00 yean old. Also mosaics 
from Mad aba and Jerash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hours: 9-00 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Jordan A rehu disg l t a i Museum; Hasan 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal Al QaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 sum. - 5.00 pun. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 un. 

4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National GaBvy: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by contemporary Islamic artists 


from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntazah, Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours; 10.00 a.m. 
1.30 pun. and 3.30 pun. - 6.00 pjn. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 

Martyrs’ Mmurial (.MUtary Museum): 
Collection or military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
a m -4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 

Popular Life of Jordan Museum: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical Instr umen ts, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 pun. 
Closed TUsdays, TeL 37169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn, 1.30 p.m. 

Lions Philadelphia Chb. Meetings 
every second ami fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7.30 p.m. 
Ph&addpiiia Rotary dub. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1 :30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 pjn. 
Royal AntomobBe Chib. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Circle. TeL 81 5261. 

CHURCHES 

$L Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 24590. 

Church of the Anunrinflnn (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. 37440. 

Dr 1 Sale Chun* (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Church of the Anaunriatma (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali, 23541. 

AugUere Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 25383, 
A rm en ian CthnHr Church Ashrafieh. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafieh, 
775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmcwani. 816534. 

PRAYER TIMES 


04:47 _... 

06:09 

11:50 

15:03 

17:30 

1*52 


Fajr 

(Sunrise! Duha 

Dhuhr 

* Asr' 

mm..—.—— Maghreb 

’Isha 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This infifrmaaon is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport tel. (08! 53250, 
where it should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 


0*30 

Aqaba (RJ) 

0*45 

0*45 

... — Kuwait (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

0*55 

0*55 

— ■ Muscat. Bahrain (RJ) 

Dbahran (RJ) 

1*08 

1*20 

Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

1*20 


1*50 

14:40 


15:10 

1*35 

1*30 

....... .Jeddah, Medina (SV) 

Belgrade. Istanbul (JU) 

Bangkok (RJ) 

1*30 

1*45 

Cairo (RJ) 

1*45 

- - Cairo (RJ) 

DEPARTURES 

•5:45 


•7:00 

.... ... Raimi (RJ) 

•7:15 

Aqaba (RJ) 

11:20 
11:. in 

Beirut (MEA) 

- Cairo (MS) 

1430 Cairn /RJ) 

14:40 

Kuwait (kuj 

1*49 

1725 

1*30 

Jeddah, Medina (SV) 
...... Istanbul, Balgrade (JU) 

.. . Kinuair (RJ) 

1*30 

1*40 

Damascus. Laraaca (RJ j 

Dhnhran (RJ) 

1*40 

2*00 

Doha, Muscat (RJ) 

Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

2*15 

Dubai (RJ) 

2*45 


21:10 

- .. Baghdad (RJ j 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 

— Golden Amman 

— Baloees 

— Gandara 

— Podgora 

— Benignity 

— Huai Roliu 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company, TeL 
22324 (six Hoc*) ar your service. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 


Local sett/buy rates in fils 

Belgian franc 61.1/ 61.6 

Dutch guilder TOfiJV 109.1 

Egyptian guinea 301 Jf 305.3 

French franc 40.1/ 40.4 

Iraqi dinar 361/ 368.3 

Italian lire (for 100) — 19 -6/ 19.9 

Japanese yen (for 100) 158.2/ 159.5 

Kuwaiti dinar 13483/ 1355 

Lebanese lira 30/ 30.9 

Omani riyal ] 196/ 12032 

Qatari riyal — 114.1/ 114 A 

Saudi riyal ...... 116.5/ 117 

Swedish crown 43.9/ 443 

Swiss franc 145.6 1 146.8 

Syrian lira — 33.9 1 35 

UAE dirham 1133/ 114 

U.K. sterling pound ..... 446.9 1 4503 

U.S. dollar 416-5/ 419 

W. German mark 122.6/ 123.6 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

A frontal depression associated with 
cold front will be approaching the area. 
So it will be ckmdy and rainy, with du- 
nces of snowfall in the hiDy areas in the 
evening and the temperature win drop, 
winds will be southwesterly moderate 
to fresh. In Aqaba, it wiD be hazy, with 
thundershowers and southerly fresh 
winds and rough seas. 

Low thigh temperature in deg.C. 

Amman ........ 4/11 

Aqaba 12/19 

Deserts 8/13 

Jordan Valley 8/16 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 19. Aqaba 24. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 21 per dent, Aqaba 26 
per cent. 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulan c e 193.775111 

Frmaid, Ere. police 199. 

Blood bank 77512! 

Chrfl Defence rescue 661 1 1 1 

fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192.21111.37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co. 36381-2 

Municipal water service ..... 771125-8 
Queen Alia Inu Airport 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre , 813813-32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn _ 44281-4 
Akileh Maternity. J. Amman .. 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malhas. J. Amman 36140 

Palestine, Shxaeisani 664171-4 

Shmeisani Hospital 6691 31 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar Al-Shifa, J. Hussein 6671SH 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali 665292 

Al-AMi, Abdali 664164 

Italian. AJ-Muhajreen 777101-3 

Al- Bashir. J. Ashrafieh .- 775111 

Army. Marks 91611 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN; 

Dr. Nabil Muridi 675898 


Dt, Yousif Hoorani 

Grand Arabian pharmacy , 

Sam cr pharmacy ..... 

Maher pharmacy 

Mousa pharmacy 


. 821462 
... 24051 
... 38359 
. 661337 
.771326 


... 39655 
666417 
- 23715 
. 841309 
. 812454 


TAXIS: 

Jerusalem taxi 

Tamer taxi 

K baled taxi 

Kurd! taxi _ 

Waddah taxi 

IRBED 

Dr. Radwan AI Saad 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Rabah Bourini 


GENERAL 

Jordan Television 7731 1 j 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Ministry of Tourism 42311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661 179 

Telephone; 

Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Cable or telegram 

Repair service "".'ll 


MARKET PRICES 


Opper /lower price 

Apple (double red) 

Apple (golden) 

Apple (ratken) .... 

Banana ...„ 

Banana (M^^unmar) ._ 

Beans 

Broad beans 

Cabbage 

Chestnut 

Carrot (yellow) 

Carrot (blade) 

Cauliflower — 

Cucumber .(large) .... 

Cucumber (small) 

Eggplant (targe) - 

EggpIant(smaD) 

Grapefruit 


infOs per kg. 

— 250/250 

250/250 

-...250 / 250 

280/240 

, — 240 / 210 

230 / 200 

-..-.160/120 

70/ SO 

600/560 

—.130/100 
160/ 140 

— 70/ 50 
- — 100 / 80 

180/ ISO 

. — 170/130 

170/ 130 

— 150/120 
180/150 


Lemon 

Lettuce (per one) 

Mallow 

Mandarin ~ 

Marrow (large) __ 

Marrow (scull) .. 

Qqion (dry) — " 

Onion (green) „„ 

Oranges (Abu Surra) _ 
Oranges (Shammouti) 

Parsley 

Pews (American) ........ 

Pepper (sweet) 

Pepper (hot green) 

Potatoes (local) 

Radishes 


Tomatoes 

Turnip _ 


....... 140/100 

70/ 50 

250 / 200 

— 150/120 

90/ 70 

150/120 

160/120 

140/100 

, — 280 / 240 
—..170/140 
, — 70/ 70 

580/540 

600/540 

600/540 

— 160/130 

70/ 50 

70/ 50 

— 170/130 
—..130/100 


**Y> 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hassan cables emir^of Kuwait 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Sunday cabled the Emir of Kuwait Sheikh Jaber 
Ahmad-AI Sabah on the occasion of Kuwait? s national day. Prince 
Hassan wished the Kuwaiti emir success in the leadership of the 
Kuwaiti people and further progress for his country. 

Obeidat receives journalists’ president 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat Sunday 
received at his office Jordanian Journalists Association President 
Mahmoud Al Kayed and. reviewed the conditions of jour nalis ts 
and journalism. Mr. Obeidat.explained a number of points rel- 
evant to the process of regulating the relationship between jou- 
rnalism and the official information media and iwmiw of bol- 
stering mutual confidence. 

Prime Ministry suggests investment office 

AMMAN (Petra) -r— Tbe Prime Ministry has asked the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade to study the possibility of setting up an office 
at the ministry which will be concerned with investment opp- 
ortunities' and to present suitable suggestions to investors about 
investment, agricultural and industrial projects. 

Cabinet adjusts lorry axle loads 

AMMAN (Petra) — The load of ah four-axle Jordanian and 
Arab lorries will be treated on an equal footing to become 26 
tonnes, according to a cabinet decision. The decision aims to meet 
the shortage in the number of lorries which transport goods and 
cereals to Iraq. 

Nabulsi requests loan for schools 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment HamduDab Nabulsi has submitted to the -board 
of directors of the Cities and Villages Development Bank 
(CVDB) a request for a JD 98,000 loan to finance a number of 
schools in five villages. 

N. Yemeni police team concludes visit 

AMMAN (Petfa) — A visiting North Yemeni police team left 
- here Sunday after concluding a visit which lasted several days. The 
Learn met with Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior 
Suleiman Arar and Public Security Department Director General 
Diab Yousef for discussions on bilateral relations. 



INDIAN BOOK DISPLAY: Indian Amb- 
assador to Jordan Pyare Lai Santoshi open at the 
University of Jordan's library Sunday an exhibition 
of Indian books. Tbe exhibition, organised by the 


Delhi-based UBS Publishers and Distributors in 
cooperation with tbe University of Jordan, displays 
scientific and Islamic books as wen as the Holy 
Koran in English. (Petra photo) 


Seminar tackles judicial monitoring 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — ‘'The Jordanian con- 
stitution has incorporated judicial 
monitoring as a means to gua- 
rantee the application of law by all 
administration authorities,” Pre- 
sident of -the Court of Cassation 
Najeeb Rashdan said Sunday. 

Mr. Rashdan was addressing 
the undersecretaries of Jordanian 
ministries and directors of gov- 
ernment departments during the 
opening of a two day seminar on 
judicial monitoring on public adm- 
inistration affairs. Mr. Rashdan 
quoted the Jordanian constitution 
article no. 6 saying: "Jordanian 
citizens are equal in their duties 
and obligations even if they differ 
in race, language or religion”. He 
added that the court of justice was 
established according to the law of 
establishing, “law courts". These 
law courts have the power to abr- 
ogate or repeal laws and con- 
stitutions. 

Mr. Rashdan went on to say that 
the Jordanian constitution has 
separated the three powers, jud- 
icial, executive and legislative and 
that such as separation guarantees 


the continuation of any nation and 
the freedom of duties, obligation 
and responsibility of every ind- 
ividual. 

He stressed the fact that whe- 
never the administration mis- 
interprets the law. this mis- 
interpretation is due to the lack of 
understanding the law or a “ges- 
ture of good will." Therefore, he 
said, judicial monitoring is needed 
to-assure that all problems are sol- 
ved legally. “The constitution has 
chosen judicial monitoring to ass- 
ure that all citizens and powers 
within a country should abide to 
it.” he added, “therefore, judicial 
monitoring assures that both the 
defendant and plaintiff are equally 
treated” He added that such jud- 
icial monitoring is adapted in all 
countries that believe in leg- 
itimacy and supremacy of law. 

Another speaker at the sem- 
inar, organised by the Institute of 
Public Administration (1PA). was 
Mr. Abdallah Ulayyan, the IPA 
director, who outlined the imp- 
otence of the seminar saying that 
it aims to explain the position and 
role of administration in legal pri- 
nciples of the staLe and the limits 


of administrators authority in tak- 
ing decisions within the jur- 
isdiction of law. 

Administration 

Mr. Ulayyan said that the sem- 
inar is also designed to orient the 
participants on the legal status of 
administration and its com- 
mitments to various governmental 
agencies and to the public with 
due consideration to each ind- 
ependant authority which forms 
basic legal elements in Jordan. 

Two lectures will be given dur- 
ing the two day seminar, the first 
lecturer was Dt. Mahmoud Hafez, 
professor of higher education stu- 
dies in law at the University of 
Jordan Law Faculty. Dr. Hafez 
lectured oa the principles of leg- 
itimacy and subjecting public 
administration to law. Another 
lecturer to speak on Monday is 
Mr. Hanna Naddah who is to talk 
about law suits of cancellation as a 
means of control over adm- 
inistrative decisions. . 

The seminar was attended by 34 
high ranking Jordanian gov- 
ernment officials. 


Season of excavations unearth remains of early village 
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By Rami G. Khouri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

JORDAN VALLEY — The first 
full season of excavations at Kat- 
aret es-Samra in the Jordan Val- 
ley, a she that was only discovered 
nine years ago, has started to unc- 
over tjie remains of an early vil- 
lage that may have been inhabited 
for. thousands 1 of years between ■> 
tha4th-IsfmQlen^a-B.C. •• •- 

A month-leng dig therfc-'tast* 
month has turned up firm evi-1 
deuce of human occupation on the 
site during many parts of the Cha- . 
Icolrthic, Bronze and Iron Ages. 
The dig? s director. Dr. A1 Leonard 
of the University of Missouri at 
Colombia, also thinks the site was' 
occupied before and after these 
.periods. 

Kataret es-Samra is located well 
away from the main routes in the^ 
Jordan Valley. Overlooking the 
Jordan River at a point about five ' 
kilometres north of the confluence 
of the Jordan and Zarqa Rivers, it. 
was missed by the earliest arc- 
haeological surveys of the Jordan 
Valley in the 1930s and 1950s. 

Tlje name Kataret es-Samra 
derives from A1 Qatar, the Arabic; 
word for the stark, whitish-greyish 
rolling cliffs of Pleistocene san- 
dstone marls that separate tbe flat 
floor of the Jordan Valley (A1 
Gbor) from the deep, narrow riv- 
erbed of the Jordan River itself 
(A1 Zor). Kataret es-Samra, lying 
right on the edge of the qatar, tra- 
nslates as “the qatar of the dark' 
woman”, though there is no rel- 
iable indication of when the name 
was first used or what it refers to. 

The site was first recognised 
during the 1 976 East Jordan Val- 
ley survey team headed by Moa- 
wiyah Ibrahim of Yarmouk Uni- 
verity, James A. Sauer of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, and Khair 
Yassine of the University of Jor- 
dan. 

In facL from the surface survey 
alone, they could identify four dis- 
tinct parts of the Kataret es-Samra 
site within a half kilometre square 
area. Pottery sherds indicated a 
long occupation spanning the 
Neolithic. Chalcolfthic, Bronze 
and Iron Ages (roughly from 8000 


B.C. to 333 B.C.). The survey 
team identified a Late Bronze Age 
(1550-1200 B.C.) cemetery that 
they suggested may have served 
more than one settlement in the 
vicinity. 

Plundered Bomb 

. Because one. shaft: tomb, was 
already, being plundered by mock- 
era robbers, the survey team exc- 
avated it properly. The single bur- 
ial loculi at the base of the shaft 
produced a handful of skeletons, 
some metal weapons, an alabaster 
vase, a painted animal figurine 
and many ceramio pots. Including 
bowls, painted jars, craters, oil 
lamps and Cypriot bilbQs. 

They also noted the difficulty in 
pinpointing the early occupational 
history of Kataret es-Samra and. 
other similar sites, where Neo-' 
Iithic and ChaJcolithic pottery 
sherds were closely related in 
form, style and production tec- 
hniques. Like such other Jordan 
Valley sites as Tell Umm Ham- 
mad esh-Sharqi and- Tell al Maf- 
luq, the situation at Kataret es- 
Samra during the transition from 
the Neolithic/Chalcolithic era to 
Lhe Early Bronze Age, at the end 
of the 4th miUenium B.C.*, is dif- . 
ficult to determine from surface 
pottery sherds alone. 

The 1976 survey report noted 
that “(though) the pottery starts 
to change at sites like ...Tell Umm 
Harnmad Eash-Sharqi and Kat- - 
aret es-Samra.... the type of set- 
tlement at these sites continued to 
be the same as in the Neolithic/ 
ChaJcolithic.” 

It was clear, therefore, from the 
1 976 survey that excavating Kat- 
aret es-Samra held out great pro- 
mise of clarifying this hereto pro- 
blematic transitional period bet*, 
ween the Neolithic/Chalcolithic 
eras and the start of the Bronze 
Age in Jordan. 

Two years later, during a lecture 
in the United States, Jim Sauer 
mentioned the possibility of a Late 
Bronze Age cemetery being loc- 
ated at Kataret es-Samra, which 
caught the attention of University 
of Missouri at Columbia arc- 
haeology professor Dr. Albert 


Leonard. Jr. 

br. Leonard brought a small 
team of archaeologists to the val- 
ley in 1978 for a 17-day exp- 
loratory season. They surveyed 
the area immediately around the 
site, and re-excavated the Late 
Bronze-Age tomb first inv- 
estigated in 1976. 

Hand-made pottery 

THe short 1978 Season quickly 
verified the richness of the site. It 
confirmed the presence of an 
Early Bronze Age settlement on 
the plateau near the excavated 
tomb, dating from the second half 
of the 4th mflleniirm B.C. All the 
pottery from this period was 
hand-made. There was also a col- . 
lection of flint tools, such as fan 
scrapers, chisels, and blades, and a 
sole, hand-made terra cotta ani- 
mal figurine that may have rep- 
resented a goat or a sheep. 

The evidence on the surface of 
the plateau indicated an extensive 
site covering about two hectares 
clear evidence of a human pre- 
sence here in the second half of the 
'4th miUenium B.C., between the 
end of the Cfaalcolhhic era and the 
beginning of the Early Bronze 
Age. 

The 1978 season also unc- 
overed more artifacts inside a sec- 
ond burial loculi in the Late Bro- 
nze Age tomb. These included at 
least four human skulls, a few krn- 
gbones, some animal bones, a rich 
collection of pottery jars, juglets, 
bowls and chalices (including 
more imported Cypriot ceramics), 
an oil lamp, and some bronze 
weapons. Parallels with well doc- 
umented Palestinian sites west of 
the Jordan River dated most of the 
pottery from the Late Bronze Age 
I period (1550-1400 B.C.). The 
pottery from the tombs’ other loc- 
ulus, excavated in 1976, seems to 
indicate it was used well into the 
LB II period (1400-1300 B.C.). 

Surface scatters of more LB fl 
pottery near the tomb suggested 
to Dr. Leonard that there may 
have been other tombs in the'area, 
from a Late Bronze Age cemetery 
that was sited here because the 
land was not suitable for agr- 



View of Kataret es-Samra area from the southwest 
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iculiural. grazing or domestic pur- 
poses. 

The 1978 survey also verified 
that a short distance to the 
north-west of the tombs, on the 
other side of a deep wadi, a Late 
Bronze Age settlement once exi- 
sted on the flat summit of Tell 
Kataret es-Samra. to judge by 
heavy scatters of pottery sherds 
and flints. The tomb finds and- 
nearby surface evidence only inc- 
reased Dr. Leonard's conviction 
that excavating Kataret es-Samra 
could provide valuable new inf- 
ormation from a rare Late Bronze 
Age settlement and its associated 
cemetery. 

He returned to the site in Jan- 
uary of this year with a team of 1 7 
people to excavate for a full 
month. The aims were to det- 
ermine if the single tombs were 
part of a bigger Late Bronze cem- 
etery, if an Early Bronze set- 
tlement once existed on the adj- 
acent plateau, and if the remains 
on top of Tell Kataret es-Samra 
were only surface scatters on a 
natural hill, or signs of a proper 
tell that had been built up by the 
accumulated remains of suc- 
cessive ancient settlements. 

The team discovered and exc- 
avated a new tomb with a single 
burial chamber at the end of a 
one -metre-deep shaft. Inside the 
chamber were the. remains of at 
least ten* human burials. Over 50 
pottery vessels were excavated 
from the shaft and the burial cha- 
mber. including two more imp- 
orted Cypriot juglets. A1J were 
Late Bronze Age vessels from 
around 1300-1200 B.C. 

First in Jordan 

Excavations on the plateau next 
to the tombs exposed mudbrick 
wall remains from the Early Bro- 
nze Age, or "proto- urban”, era 
dating from around 3200-3000 
B.C. Just below this level.' ass- 
ociated with the breakdown of 
more mudbrick walls. Dr. Leo- 
nard identified a dozen sherds of 
an intriguing painted pottery that 
seems never to have been seen in 
Jordan before. 


CORRECTION 

In yesterday’s edition of the Jordan 
Times, an article on page 3 headlined 
'“Furthering friendly ties whh Britain” 
erroneously attributed statements to 
the British ambassador in Amman. 
These statements were in fact made by 
the president of the Jordanian-British 
Friendship Society. The Jordan Times 
apologises for the error. 


He has taken the samples back 
to Missouri to have them dated by 
advanced “thermo-lumine- 
scence” methods. Associated flint 
artifacts (sickle blades and burins) 
seem to have been made on the 
site. 

All the evidence from this early 
level suggests tentatively to Dr. 
Leonard that there was a Cha- 
Icolithic settlement on the site, 
dating perhaps from around 3500 
B.C. Taking the evidence from the 
three different parts of the site 
that he has studied so far. Dr. 
Leonard suggests that “we may be 
dealing with a site that was almost 
continually inhabited from the 
Neolithic to the Mamluke per- 
iods." 

If so. Kataret es-Samra should 
prove to be a valuable repository 
of artifacts to help clarify the tra- 
nsition of early village society in 
Jordan during the formative mil- 
lenia of human civilisation, bet- 
ween 6000-1000 B.C. 

The small excavation on the 
nearby Tell Kataret es-Smara 
produced standing mudbrick walls 
with much associated 
“chocolate-on-white” painted 
pottery that is generally dated 
from the end of the Middle Bronze 
Age and the early Late Bronze 
Age. or around 1600-1500 B.C. 
There were also some grinding 
stones on the surface of the tell, 
and flints from within the exc- 
avated area. 

The limited work on the tell has 
convinced Dr. Leonard that this is 
a true tell that is. an artificial 
mound that was built up over the 
millenia by successive civilisations 
building their houses on top of the 
collapsed mudbrick debris of for- 
mer villages. 


Minister highlights importance, benefits of tourism 


Hikmat pledges full support, 
facilities for hotel industry 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister qf Culture, Tourism 
and Antiquities Taher Hikmat Sunday pledged full 
support and further facilities for the hotel industry 
in Jordan and announced that his ministry will take 
practical steps towards overcoming obstacles imp- 
eding hotel development. 


The minister was speaking at a 
meeting with hotel owners and 
managers of hotel businesses in 
Amman in the presence of the act- 
ing director general of tourism, 
the presidents of the Jordan Hot- 
els Association and the Jordan 
Travel Agents Association and 
other officials. 

He said that the Ministry of Cul- 
ture and Tourism is following up 
on research work in the field of the 
hotel business and developments 
in tourist marketing and he exp- 
ressed the view that the hotel bus- 
iness has a “promising future” in 
Jordan. 


“Hotels are a major factor in 
promoting tourism and the tourist 
industry which constitutes a major 
source of income and which is con- 
sidered one of the pillars in Jor- 
dan’s national economy,” the min- 
ister said. 


Exemptions, special rates 

The hotel industry should be 
treated as other industries in the 
sense that it should be given pri- 
ority in all procedures, including 
exemptions of custom duties and 
other facilities, like special rates 


for the consumption of water an.. 
electricity. Mr. Hikmat coniinuea 

He said that these issues can be 
dealt with in cooperation with <K- 
Mmistry of Industry and Iris., 
the Tourism Authority and 
private sector. 

The minister requested the par- 
ticipants in the meeting to abide 

strictly by the rates set by the Tou- 
rism Authority in their hotels, to 
maintain the best services lor tou- 
rists and guests and to retrain from 
harmful rivalry among the hotels 
which, he said, does not achieve 
beneficial results but rather harms 
the national economy and tourism 
in Jordan. 

The Ministry of Tourss.ni !i:m 
just completed a studv for pro- 
moting the hotel and tourism ind- 
ustry. This study envisages app- 
ointing tourist attaches at Jor- 
danian embassies in European 
countries and the United State* 


Wadi Al Abiyad 
mine contributes 
to increasing 
phosphate exports 

KARAK (J.T.) — The phosphate 
mines at Wadi Al Abiyad in sou- 
thern Jordan are expected ro pro- 
duce some two million ions of 
phosphates this year, now that the 
fourth kiln has been installed at 
the mining she, according to 
Ahmad Mubaideen, director of 
the mine's production dep- 
artment. 

He said in a statement quoted 
by the local press that pan of the 
produce goes to the Jordan Fer- 
tilisers Industry Company in 
Aqaba and the rest is exported to 
other countries. 

Despite the current world eco- 
nomic recession. Mr. Mubaideen 
said, the Abiyad mine, along with 
the other phosphates mines in the 
country, have been able to market 
their product in 30 countries 
which are on contract to buy Jor- 
danian phosphates. 

Another problem which the 
Jordanian phosphates face in 
world markets is the drop in price 
of phosphates, but this too is being 
offset through the opening of new 
markets for the Jordanian pro- 
duct. Mr. Mubaideen pointed out., 

In the interview, he spoke about 
improved administrative methods 
that are being introduced into the 
mines operations and the use of 
computers that have facilitated 
and speeded up work. 


Weather forecast 
cloudy and wet 
for next 2 days 

AMMAN (Petra) — A depression 
formed in the last two days over 
Tunis has travelled to the East 
Mediterranean region and centred 
to the north west of Egypt. Met- 
eorology Department Director 
General Ali Abanda said Sunday. 

Dr. Abanda said that as a result 
of the depression, a cold polar an- 
mass is due to enter the Med- 
iterranean region in the form of 
cold air fronts. 


Parliamentary delegation 
leaves for APU meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian 
parliamentary delegation has left 
for South Yemen to t ake part in an 
Arab Parliamentary Union 
(APU) meeting due to open in 
Aden on Feb. 26. The delegation 
is led by Lower House Speaker 
Akef AJ Fayez who said in a pre- 
departure statement that the con- 
ference will discuss a number of 
issues mainly Lhe Palestine pro- 
blem, the I ran -Iraq war and the 
Israeli occupation of South Leb- 
anon. 

Also to be discussed, he said, 
are measures to safeguard shi- 
pping in the Red Sea and the ong- 
oing war between Somalia and 


Ethiopia. The parliamentary del- 
egations will exert efforts to imp- 
rove relations among .Arab cou- 
ntries and strengthen their sol- 
idarity. Mr. Fayez said. 

He added that the Jordania.t 
delegation will hold talks with 
Arab parliamentarians attending 
the meeting to discuss Arab affairs 
and subjects to be discussed by the 
inter parliamentary union mee- 
ting. due to be held next month. 

Apart from Mr. Fayez the del- 
egation includes Dr. Ha/cm Nuv 
eibeh, Mr. Marwan Humud. Mr 
Khalcd Fayyad and Mr. ZaidZur- 
eiqat. 


Ministry allocates JD 600,000 
for opening agricultural roads 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry 
of Public Works has allocated JD 
600,000 for opening agricultural 
roads in Jordan during the current 
year and its projects will be carried 
out by local contractors within a 
fixed schedule. Minister of Public 
Works Rayef Nijem announced 
here Sunday. 

In an interview with the Jor- 
danian News Agency. Petra, the 
minister said that this year’s total 
allocations for opening all kinds of 
roads amounts to JD 2.4 mfllion. 


the highest allocations so far for 
one year. Amman and Irbid Gov- 
emorates will each have JD 
480.000 while the rest will go to 
opening roads in other parts of the 
Kingdom, the minister said. 

■ i ■ 

The minister pointed out that' 
the government is keen on ope- 
ning roads in rural regions of the 
country to help promote agr- 
icultural production, u.iich forms 
the backbone of the national eco- 
nomy. 


Main road into Karak partialb 
collapses from water seepage 

KARAK (J.T.) — The main wes- rWAn »-h,Vh U 
tern entry road into Karak has 
partially collapsed and the road is 
now only partially accessible. The 
road, linking Karak to the Jordan 
Valley and Aqaba, has'slipped by 
30 centimetres with cracks of bet- 
ween 5 and 10 centimetres and at 
a length of 1 00 metres. 

The mayor of Karak, Mr. Mad- 
ullah Jaafreh, attributed the col- 
lapse to earth removal and digging 
carried out in the area by the 
Water Authority of Jordan 


(WAJ), which is current iy ren- 
ovating the city’s water pipe net- 
work. 

He said that because the cha- 
nnels were not filled or asphalted, 
heavy rain water leaked through 
these channels and washed away 
the road’s foundations. 

The governor and mayor of 
Karak were at the scene and a tec- 
hnical committee was formed to 
assess the damage and rec- 
ommend solutions. 


Jordan presents drug smuggling paper 
to international narcotics conference 


Qy Sa’ad G. Hattar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Anti-narcotic and 
forgery squad director Colonel 
Hashem Al Oaisi has returned to 
Amman after delivering a Jor- 
danian working paper at an int- 
ernational narcotics committee 
conference. The working paper 
threw light on the role Jordan is 
playing to prevent smuggling act- 
ivities through its territories in 
addition to the cooperation and 
coordination between Jordan and 
the neighbouring Arab countries 
aimed to fight smuggling in the 
world at large. 

Colonel Oaisi told the Jordan 
Times that the thirty first con- 


ference, which was convened in 
Vienna from Feb. 11-20. mainly 
tackled drugs cases, smugglers’ 
activities and means to curb their 
illegal operations. 

The countries taking part in the 
conference discussed the best 
measures to be implemented in 
order to reduce smuggling and 
drew up a projected scheme to 
combat illegal drug selling. Col- 
onel Oaisi said. 

He pointed out that all parties at 
the conference agreed to form a 
special committee in order to draw 
up international anti-narcotic laws 
and procedures. The law will be 
discussed in the forthcoming mee- 
tings. Colonel Oaisi added. 

The participants also discussed 


the 1986-87 budget, international 
censorship on abusing med- 
ications and reviewed working 
papers on the international sit- 
uation of drugs in Afghanistan. 
Egypt, Iran. Lebanon. Pakistan. 
Turkey. India. Sri Lanka. Nepal. 
Burma. Thailand. Malaysia. Hong 
Kong. Philippines. Taiwan. Aus- 
tralia. New Zealand. Europe. 
Latin America. Canada. Mexico 
and the United Stales. 

They also discussed substitute 
cultivation for countries planting 
hashish, opium and cocaine in 
Asi& and Latin America in order 
to enable fanners to find another 
\Ypy of living and a different inc- 
ome through the United Nations. 
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FOR SALE 



Piano JD 975, TV-Video JD 500 
Household appliances, furniture. 


PHYSICAL FITNESS CENTRE 

i 

Tel: 41559 


Announces the opening of 



YOGA SESSIONS FOR FEMALES 


FOR RENT 


Starting 1st of March till the end of April. 
For more information call: 671375 

Fully furnished two bed roomed apartment between 
the 6th and 7th Circles, near Amra Hotel. 


PHYSICAL FITNFS3 C-: 
Shmeisani - Ws 

- . Fore more details call 813503 
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Will the cycle be broken? 

INITIAL REACTION from Israel to the details of the 
Jonibuiuifr- Palestinian accord on joint diplomatic moves was 
predictably negative, with press reports quoting unnamed off- 
icial sources as saying the accord is not acceptable to Israel as a 

basis for peace. We find it rather ironic — and telling — that 
while first reactions from Israel to the published agreement 
was negative, Israeli occupation forces in southern Lebanon 
were raidng Arab villages, killing people and blowing up 
houses, mid the Israeli finance minister was preparing an 
upcoming trip to the United States to ask for something in the 
range of half a billion dollars in extra financial aid this year. 
When, we wonder, wQl this cycle be broken? 

It will take some time for the Israeli government to study the 
PLO-Jordan accord, and to appreciate its implications. More 
importantly, perhaps, is the time it wiD take the small peace 
poops within Israel to digest the meaning of the agreement, 
and reciprocate with gestures of equal political magnitude. 

The likeliho od of the Israeli government embracing the 
Jordanian-Falestinian position and racing to an international 
peace conference is not very high, one has to admit. But then 
the accord was not designed to propel all the children of the 
Holy Land into an instant embrace of love, mercy, forgiveness 
and abidance by United Nations resolutions. 

The accord must be seen as the latest in a series orsteps by the 
Arab camp towards political moderation and realism, and a 
more sophisticated appreciation of what is possible and what is 
not possible in international diplomacy. The Israeli gov- 
ernment’s reaction to the accord will be predictably cool. The 
important point at this stage is to see whether major segments 
of Israeli public opinion who have spoken out for peace and 
equal rights with the Palestinians will rise to the occasion, and 
reinforce the expression of an Anh will to make an honourable 
■ and just peace that is at the heart of the Jordanian-Falestinian 
accord. 


Al Ra’i: Accord deserves international 
support 

THE JORDANIAN-PLO accord, whose text was read out to new- 
smen by Culture Minister Taher Hikmat Saturday, represents a first 
step towards joint Arab action, and opens the way for a peaceful 
solution to the Palestine problem. This accord should therefore be 
supported by Arab states as a first step so that all world nations can 
back it. 

We call on the Soviet Union to give this agreement full support 
because it is designed to achieve peace. We are not satisfied with 
Moscow’s not objecting to it, and we want to see the Soviet Union, 
giving total support for this accord, which does not show any ten- 
dency towards the West, but in fact, underlines the importance of the 
Soviet role in the peace-making process. 

The other super power, the United States should also approve and 
endorse this agreement because it is aimed at bringing peace to the 
Middle East. The U.S. has a special responsibility here in view of its 
total support for Israel and its strategic alliance with the Zionist state. 
If the U.S. is really concerned with the achievement of peace, it 
should not lose this opportunity, which offers peace in exchange for 
land. 

The Jordanian- Palestinian call for holding an international con- 
ference to solve the Middle East problem stresses the importance of 
the two superpowers and all parties involved in the Middle East 
conflict, and therefore, the call should acquire the support and bac- 
king of all. 

Al Dustour: In harmony with U.N. stand 

THE FIVE principles included in the joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
accord, which was presented to the press and information media 
Saturday, serve the higher national interests of both the Jordanians 
and Palestinians. These principles also embody the aspirations and 
objectives of the Arab Nation because ihey provide for- an end to^ 
Israeli occupation of Arab land and the regaining of the Palestinian' 
people's rights. 

The accord, concluded on Feb. 1 1 aims at bringing about a just and 
honourable peace and a solution to the Palestine problem.' This 
accord was concluded in the spirit of the Fez Arab summit resolutions 
of 1982, which presented to the world the Arab Nation’s proposals 
for peace. This joint agreement is in harmony with the U.N. res- 
olutions and serves as a basis for a just solution. It also underlines that 
such a solution must be attained under U.N. umbrella and through an 
international conference to be attended by the superpowers and all 
parties involved in the Middle East conflict. The accord should first 
be strongly supported by the Arab countries in order to make it more 
credible to the world at large. 

Sawt Al Shaab: At odds with world trends 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Shimon Peres said upon returning to 
occupied Palestine, following his tour in Europe that he does not 
approve of the idea of an international conference to discuss the 
Middle East because most world nations are opposed to Israel and 
because the Soviet Union and China do not maintain diplomatic ties 
with it. 

Peres has thus revealed what opinion the world holds of Israel, 
implying thatthis Zionist state's actions are condemned by the whole 
international community. 

Peres came to this conclusion after hearing the views of the Pope. - 
the Romanian leader and the prime minister of Italy during a tour of * 
their countries recently. These leaders told Peres that they were not 
happy about Israel's building of settlements on Arab lands, its con- 
tinued occupation in Lebanon and its drive to evict the Arab pop- 
ulation from their homeland. They also made it clear that they 
support the idea of convening an international conference to find a 
just solution to Middle East problems. ~ 

Instead of heeding the views of these countries, Peres continues to 
insist on rejecting the idea of an international conference and has 
shown no indication that Israel will give up its present arbitrary policy 
in the occupied Arab lands. 


Guest Column 


By Saiameti 


Some Arabs still doubt American partisanship 


WHEN THE U^.-Israeli str- 
ategic alliance agreement was 
signed in Washington at the 
outset of President Reagan’s 
first term in office, the Arabs 
did not give this serious step 
due consideration. Some of the 
Arab countries regarded the 
move as natural, coming in the 
course of U.S.-Israeli tra- 
ditional relationship. Some att- 
ributed it to pressure by the 
Zionist lobby on the president, 
trying to wrench from him wha- 
tever possible as a price for 
Jewish support and a guarantee 
for their votes to win him a sec- 
ond term in office. Some Arab 
countries regarded the move as 
a complete transformation in 
the U.S. Middle East strategy 
in the sense that Washington 
began to depend more and 
more op Israel for ensuring its 


political, economic and mil- 
itary influence in the region. 
Washington, they believed, 
considered the Zionist state as 
a frontline arm that can be 
employed at will to strike aga- 
inst any foes of American int- 
erests and elements end- 
angering U.S. sphere of inf- 
luence. 

In fact, the past four years 
witnessed noticeable coo- 
rdination and cooperation 
between Washington and Tel 
Aviv in military affairs, and in a 
manner that encouraged Israel 
to pursue its involvement in 
Arab affairs like the crisis of oQ 
tankers in the Gulf in addition 
to carrying out its military adv- 
enture in Lebanon. 

We admit that the strategic 
alliance agreement between 
the two sides has not been duly 


and seriously and objectively 
studied on ther part of the Arab 
countries, which so far failed to 
diagnose the nature of danger 
inherent in it and its short-term 
and long-term consequences 
on the whole Middle East reg- 
ion. The Arabs have not taken, 
the trouble to duly investigate 
the real implications and pol- 
itical economic and military 
objectives behind this agr- 
eement. That is the reason for 
■ their total surprise at seeing 
Washington resorting to a tra- 
ditional veto for killing all res- 
olutions favouring the Arab 
side at the United Nations. 
They have been bewildered by 
Washington's ways of jus- 
tifying Israel's aggressive and 
expansionist attitudes toward 
its Arab neighbours. 

Also for this reason, the 


Arabs found themselves una- 
ble to explain the reason for 
the enormous volume of eco- 
nomic aid being heaped on Isr- 
ael from the United States and 
for the announcement in Was- 
hington of a projected U.S.- 
Israeli free trade zone. The 
Arabs were at fault to consider 
any step in the process of sup- 
plying U.S. economic, political 
or military aid to Israel in com- 
plete isolation from the others. 
They forgot that every single 
move was provided for in the 
overall strategic agreement 
that seeks to guarantee total 
■Israeli military superiority over 
the Arabs. 

This agreement requires 
from the United States to ref- 
rain from selling Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia defensive wea- 


pons including aircraft and Sti- 
nger rockets. Ip fact the imp- 
lications and provisions of this 
strategic treaty between Was- 
hington and Tel Aviv remained 
until this very day a complete 
mystery for us however hard 
we try to know its details. Ind- 
eed this belief was further dee- 
pened following an incident 
which occurred recently in 
Egypt where one of its ground 
satellite stations picked up' 
photographs of Egyptian and 
Syrian military installations. 
Later these photographs pro- 
ved to be part of a com- 
prehensive survey undertaken 
by U.S. spy satellites of the 
whole region to locate military 
targets that would be of use to 
Israel. The photographs were 
{ticked up by accident and as a . 
result of interference of radio 


waves doe mainly to * ran a ad 
thunder storm at the tone. 

This incident. shows beyond 
doubt the. extent of col- 
laboration between fend and 
the United Sottesfo every field 
and in a manner that serves 
Israeli interests. . .Yet some 
Arabs are still counting on the 
United States to play a rote is 
establishing a just settlement to 
the Arab-lsraeii conflict, and 
are hoping against hope that 
Washington will Finally come 
up with a new initiative to save 
this region from more tragedies 1 
and sufferings. It is better for 
the Arabs to try to discover 
more about the U.$«-lsraell 
strategic alliance agreement 
than to try to maintain wishful 
thinking that can achieve no 
resuh. 


War in Lebanon takes toll on Israeli army morale 


By EaHeen F. Tatra 

Associated Press 

TEL AVIV — The .war in Leb- 
anon has taken a toll on the mor- 
ale of Israels’ troops, life state’s 
inflation-ridden economy and its 
domestic, unity, a study released 
recently concludes. 

At the same time. Israel is gra- 
dually losing the military adv- 
antages it had over its Arab ene- 
mies. according to Aharon Yariv. 
head oFTel Aviv University’s Jaf- 
fee Centre for Strategic Studies 
which produced the report. 

Yariv. a former chief of Israeli 
military intelligence, answered 
questions at the presentation of 
the 1 984 edition of “The Middle 
East Military Balance,” the cen- 
tre's second annual study of the 
fighting strength of armies In the 
region and aspects of the overall 


security situation. 

The 316-page book includes a 
chapter on Israel involvement in 
Lebanon which concludes that 
there had been “very high costs in 
terms of casualties, morale, nor- 
mal training routines, economic 
costs and domestic unity.” 

A subsequent chapter on the 
Israeli military forces ends by say-’ 
ing that while Israel still has the 
strongest single military force in 
the Middle East, “it has sustained 
damage in an area in which it enj- 
oyed the clearest advantage over 
neighbouring armies: the rea- 
diness to fight even when the nat- 
ure and objectives of the conflict 
are not universally accepted.” 

It added this could mean that 
“in the future, reservists in par- 
ticular will not perform to full cap- 
acity unless they sense the war... 
must be fought in order to remove 


a clear and unambiguous danger 
tothemselvesand to the state.” 
Yariv said that while Israel 7 s 
two and one-half year occupation 
of South Lebanon has eroded sol- 
diers' morale,, “my impression is 
that this is something that will be 
overcome by time.” 

Yariv, a major general in Isr- 
ael's army reserve corps, also told 
reporters that Arab armies have 
greatly improved tbe quality of 
their weapons systems and. esp- 
ecially in the cases of Syria and 
Iraq, the quality of their combat 
troops. 

“This harbours serious off- 
ensive challenges to Israel in the 
longer range, diminishing an adv- 
antage that we have had in the 
past.” he said. 

He said this shift in the region's 
military balance was a result of the 
more sophisticated Soviet wea- 


pons supplied primarily to Syria 
“but especially the sophisticated 
weapons systems that are arriving 
in Arab countries identical to 
those that we have from the 
West.” 

Yariv said he thought that "Isr- 
ael will have to make a very con- 
centrated effort in quality even if It 
means certain reductions in the 
size of our armed forces." He said 
Israel. should emphasise its actual 
and potential advantages in 
home-grown technology. 

In the near future, he said, the 
primary Arab threat to Israel is 
from neighbouring Syria. The Sov- 
iet. Union. Syria's primary arms 
source, upgraded the quality of 
missiles, tanks and aircraft for 
Syria following Israel's 19R2 inv- 
asion of Lebanon. 

Syria also has a larger standing 


army than Israel, which in the 
event of a surprise attack would 
lose valuable time in mobilising its 
reserves. 

According to the Jaffee Cen- 
tre's 1984 study. Israel's armed 
forces of regulars and reserves 
total 540.000. the same figure 
given in the 1983 study. 

The combined number of 
Syria's regulars and reserves has 
actually decreased, from 813,000 
in 1983 to 784.000 in 1984, acc- 
ording to- the Jaffee Centre stu- 
dies. But the significant factor is 
that Syria's standing army rose 
from 313.000 in 1983 to 394,000 
in 1984, while Israel s standing 
army remained at 1 70.000 — acc- 
ording to the studies. 

Yariv said that in the past year 
Syria has added two new divisions 
of mechanised and armoured gro- 







uud forces. He also noted that the 
Soviets have supplied Syria with 
50 new. high-quality warplanes 
plusSS-21 surface-to-surface mis- 
siles with a range of 120 kil- 
ometres. 

In the long range, which he def- 
ined as any time after three years. 
Yariv said Syria would have the 
capacity to mount a surprise att- 
ack against Israel without the help 
of any other army. 

“Before we have time to mob- 
ilise, they can take a large part, if 
not alL of the Golan Heights, and 
then they can call a cease-fire and 
we have to go to the negotiating 
table after we've lost most of our 
cards.” he said. 

Israel captured the Golan Hei- 
ghts from Syria in the 1967 war: 
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Reagan , Shultz support Sandinist overthrow ‘by any means’ 


By Jim Adams 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — President 
Reagan and Secretary of State 
George Shultz, stepping up U.S. 
pressure on Nicaragua, say they 
favour the overthrow of its left- 
wing government if it cannot be 
changed in any other way. 

They spoke out this week in a 
growing administration campaign 
to get Congress to approve $14 
million in covert U.S. aid for reb- 
els fighting Nicaragua's elected 
Sandinist government. 

Mr. Reagan charged con- 
gressional rejection of covert aid 
for the Nicaraguan guerrillas 
would consolidate a Soviet and 
Cuban-backed Communist gov- 
ernment in Managua, spread 
Communist takeovers throughout 
Central America and pose a direct 
threat to U.S. borders if unc- 
hecked. 


Mr. Shultz said Congress must 
aid the rebels fighting “the endless 
darkness of Communist tyranny” 
in order to avoid the-r.isk of costly 
direct U.S. intervention in the fut- 
ure. 

Nicaragua was quick to respond 
to Washington's latest verbal 
salvo. President Daniel Ortega 
warned the U.S. Congress Friday 
that it would spark a catastrophic 
war in Central America if it app- 
roved aid for the insurgents. 

Deputy Defence Minister Leo- 
poldo Rivas said that in view of 
Mr. Reagan's statements Nic- 
aragua was preparing for war. 

So far. Congress has shown little 
sign of agreeing with Mr. Reagan 
that Nicaragua poses a serious 
threat to the U.S. 

Oyer the past week the Reagan 
administration has gone further 
than ever before in expressing its 
strong opposition to the Nic- 


araguan government. 

Mr. Reagan and Mr. Shultz said 
for the first time that they fav- 
oured overthrowing the Sandinists 
if no other way could be found to 
change the government. 

Mr. Reagan told a news con- 
ference on Thursday that his goal 
was to “remove it (the Sandinist 
government) in the sense of its 
present status, in which it is a 
Communist, totalitarian state.” 

He acknowledged that “you can 
say we’re trying to oust the San- 
dinistas by what we’re saying” , but 
said the way he preferred to put it 
was that “we want them (the reb- 
els) to have a change to have that 
democracy that they fought for." 

The next day, Mr. Shultz said in 
a speech in San Francisco it was 
immaterial to Washington whe- 
ther the perceived Communist 
threat was ended through neg- 
otiations, internal reform or “the 
collapse of the Sandinista reg- 


!t was the first time Mr. Shultz 
had said the United States would 
not rely solely on the four-nation - 
Con tad ora peace effort to “res- 
tore democracy in Nicaragua and 
end what he called Managua's 
export of revolution in Central 
America. 

He said Washington would wel- 
come such a change in Nicaragua’s 
behaviour no matter how it was 
obtained. 

“Whether it is achieved through 
the multilateral Con tad ora neg- 
otiations, through unilateral act- 
ions taken by the Sandinistas 
alone or in concert with the dom- 
estic opponents, or through the 
collapse of the Sandinista regime, 
is immaterial to U.S." Mr. Shultz 
said. 

The Contadora group of Pan- 
ama, Mexico, Venezuela and Col- 
ombia. named after the Pan- 


amanian island where it first met, 
is trying to achieve a peace agr- 
eement for all of Central America. 

The Reagan administration had 
said repeatedly that it supported 
Contadora as the way to end Nic- 
aragua's alleged threat to the reg- 
ion. 

But Mr. Shultz told the Senate 
Budget Committee last week he 
was pessimistic that the Sandinists 
would cany out a peace agr- 
eement even if they signed it. alt- 
hough he’ said Washington would 
continue to support the Con- 
tadora effort. 

Neither Mr. Reagan nor Mr. 
Shultz suggested that their sup- 
port for the Sand mists’ ove- 
rthrow, if all else failed, brought 
them any closer to a willingness to 
send in U.S. combat troops. 

Mr. Reagan has said repeatedly 
that he- does not intend, to send 
U.S. troops to fight in Central 


America. 

Mr. Shultz told the Senate 
committee there was no ope- 
rational contingency plan for sen- 
ding American troops to Nic- 
aragua. 

Administration officials have 
not voiced any expectation that 
the Nicaraguan rebels, who Mr. 
Reagan said number .15.000. 
could topple Nicaragua's army of 
119,000 including 62.000 on act- 
ive duty. 

But Mr. Shultz said that unless 
Congress approved rebel aid to 
pressure the Sandinists to end the 
alleged Communist threat now. 
“then we may find later, when we 
can no longer avoid acting, that 
the stakes- will be higher and the 
costs greater”. 

The administration wants Con- 
gress to approve the aid by March 


Genscher ends decade at helm of Free Democratic Party 


% Douglas HamfitiMi 

Reuter 

BONN — Hans-Dietrich Gen- 
scher, who stepped down Sat- 
urday as leader of West Ger- 
many's pivotal Free Democratic 
Party (FDP), has spent more than 
a decade in the spotlight of world 
diplomacy. 

In office since 1974, he is 
Bonn's longest-serving foreign 
minister and NATO’s senior dip- 
lomat, with a record of tireless 
dedication to East- West dialogue. 
With- Soviet Foreign Minister 
Andrei Gromyko, he is one of the 


few survivors of the detente era. 

Mr. Genscher, 57. entered pol- 
itics 30 years ago and built a rep- 
utation for coolness, conciliation 
and pragmatism. 

But his decade at the helm of 
Bonn's balance -of-power party 
ended Saturday with his party split 
over internal ideological dif- 
ferences. 

His greatest electoral triumph 
as party leader came in October, 
1980, when the FDP won its big- 
gest share of the vote in 19 years, 
returning 54 Liberals to the 520- 
seat parliament. 

His decision in October. 1982. 


to dump a 13-year pact with the 
left-wing Social Democrats and 
join a centre-right coalition was 
thought a shrewd, if ruthless, 
move to ensure FDP survival. But 
some voters saw the switch as a 
double-cross. In the March, 1983, 
election, the FDP lost 1 9 seats and 
the slide has continued. 

In May, 1984, Mr. Genschetis 
10th anniversary as foreign min- 
ister was marred by an FDP mut- 
iny which jolted the government 
and threw his grip on the afling 
party into doubt. 

Mr. Genscher had told his coa- 
lition partners the FDP would go 
along with a proposed amnesty for- 


those who evaded tax on political 
donations. FDP members rebelled 
and the measure had to be dro- 
pped by an embarrassed Cha- 
ncellor Kohl. 

Political commentators called it 
Mr. Genscher’s greatest defeat. 

A month later he announced he 
would step down in February, 
1985, to let a younger leader take 
the FDP into the March, 1987, 
polls. In the same month the party 
lost all its seats in elections for the 
European Parliament: 

With three state elections nea- 
ring and polls giving it only three 


per cent support, the FDPs for- 
tunes are at a low ebb. 

The high profile which Mr. 
Genscher. and Economics Min- 
ister Otto Lambsdorff built for the 
party as an indispensable cou- 
nterweight to left and right has 
been badly damaged in the past 18 
months. 

Mr. Lambsdorff, once con- 
sidered as the next party leader, 
was forced to resign last year after 
being charged with accepting don- 
ations to the FDP from the Flick 
industrial group in . return for a 
. large tax break. 
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diplomacy by other means 


Bernard Brigniiteik 

"ESPIONAGE** is probably not 
the least of the ingredients making 
up the subtle aura of prestige and 
mystery clothing the office of a 
diplomat whatever its holder may 
profess to think of it Films and 
novels have given currency to the 
image. You feel confusedly that 
electronics, when it comes to 
means, and economics, when it 
comes to objectives, have dealt a 
deadly blow to the methods of the 
time when young embassy sec- 
retaries; speeding in an Orient 


his role remains what his official 
status bequeaths him — to be the 
French armed forces' rep- 
resentative in contacts with for- 
eign armies and keep Paris posted 
on their situation by obtaining inf- 
ormation in a quite- official fas- 
hion. So a. Western military att- 
ache can openly take photographs 
of a March-past in Red Square 
and vice versa. Similarly, the 


arate service. The Company’s . in New York and Geneva, as well 
local boss, the COS (chief of sta- as UNESCO in Paris, NATO and 


tion), is entitled to special fariliiies 
— even in "adversary” countries 
— such as his own bodyguard, dir- 
ect communication with the CIA 
headquarters at Langley and a 
safe room electronically shielded 
from eaves-dropping. The British 
doubtless follow a practice closer 
to this than do the West Germans, 


numberofsuch posts in each emb-' 'whose BND (Bundesnachrich- 
assy is subject to a reciprocity agr- teudienst) has roughly the . same 


• 7 * ! S Express' sleeping-car somewhere 
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eement. 

A decree issued some years ago 
under the previous presidency put 
French military attaches under the 
ambassador’s authority. It is the 
ambassador who takes res- 
ponsibility for the military att- 
ache’s telegrams to the Quai 
cfOrsay but this does not prevent 
the latter from also reporting to 
the Defence Ministry and, if nec- 
essary, to the DG5EL which mor- 
eover gets information from its 
own operatives. The diversity of 
sources may be why diplomats and 
military men occasionally have 
fairly divergent perceptions — to 
put it no higher — of a given sit- 
u a tion. 

Military attaches, especially 
deputy attaches, also provide pro- 
tection — not physical, but pol- 
itical and technical — for other 
embassy staff members. Ft does 
not normally consist of keeping 
them under surveillance, but of 
informing them of attempts to 
“approach" them that may be 
made by special services of the 
host country, or third countries. 

Their role in arms sales should 
not be overestimated either. They 
-must of course keep the del- 
egation ministerielle a Tarmement 
posted on the possible req- 
uirements of the armed forces of 
the countries where they are ser- 
ving. Here again, a welifiUed add- 
ress book can turn out to be most 
useful, and a long succession of 
dinners in town suddenly become 
justified. But the real neg- 
otiations, and this is most certainly 
so m the New Delhi case, are car- 
ried on by "special envoys” from 
Paris. Even so, the military att- 
ache's familiarity with the local 
political picture saves much time 
and boosts effectiveness, esp- 
ecially when it comes to greasing a 
purchasing decision in countries 
where no sale is thinkable without 
lavish sweeteners. . . . 

Among Western countries, the 
function of spy as such is often as 
not given to operatives less exp- 
osed than diplomats, in general, 
'lac:^o^!' Tbwd ~Wor)#^ v afld .'mDitaiy attaches.' 

ular, especially in Eastern- b'fct" 
countries (the case of Fra- 
ncophone Africa being somewhat 
special in this respect). **I came to 
my job full of ideas and amb- 
itions." recalled a deputy military 
attache who had served in an East 
European capital and has now 
returned to civilian life. “I soon 
realised I couldn't so much as go 
out to buy cigarettes without my 
local hosts knowing about it right 
away. So, playiug at James 
Bond...” 

Another, a more senior officer 
and a bachelor, recalled the for- 
midable ordeal of chastity his pos- 
ting to a socialist country imposed 
on him because of the fear that the 
local services .might inflict a Mata 
Hari on him. The bondage and 
gloiy of military life. 

Unlike France,- some Western 
countries do however readily ext- 
end diplomatic cover to their int- 
elligence 1 agents posted abroad. 
This is especially true of the Uni- 
ted States. CIA officers often hold 
State Department passports and, 
while they do more or less fill the 
ambassador in on what they are 
doing, their group foims a sep- 


erishly scribbled cryptic dis- 
patches on the Sublime Porte’s 
secret strategy in the Straits. 

What the romantic railway line 
lost there has -doubtless been 
amply won back by contemporary 
facL All the same, from time to 
time, when diplomats are exp- 
elled, conveniently “recalled for 
consultation” or defect in spe- 
ctacular fashion, we get a chance 
to verify that embassies still play a 
certain role in “intelligence” gat- 
hering. Could this be — to par- 
v>. aphrase a celebrated phrase — the 
continuation of diplomacy by 
othef means? 

To decide that, it would first be 
. L necessary to know what precisely 
is meant by “intelligence" and in 
> what way it differs from irif- 
"Vorm a tion. This is the normal job of 
a diplomat as of a newspaper cor- 
respondent. Espionage begins, in 
: f fact, where this tolerated and rec- 
r iprocal- information ends, that is, 
with the search for intelligence the 
host country wants to keep con- 
fidential whether or not it is of a 
military nature. But the fact is. a 
foreign diplomat speaking the 
language of the country where he 
- is posted and having contacts 
there, or even if he just has a cer- 
tain flair, can pick up news items 
that anywhere else would be tho- 
ught to be state secrets, wherever 
information circulates quite fre- 
ely. Some years ago, for example, 
the Federal Bureau of Inv- 
estigation (FBI noticed that an 
incredibly detailed model of a new 
--American nuclear submarine was 
'■‘bn sale freely in all good toy shops 
in the United States, and that the 
employees at the Soviet embassy 
had suddenly become keenly int- 
erested in model making. 

In fact, it is rarer than is gen- 
erally thought for Western states 
to entrust real espionage missions 
to their diplomats posted to 
Easte: 
cou 

the dij«p^^j^s^watchei 
the lo«^audictritte8. True, if they 
are caught, they can claim dip- 
lomatic immunity and only risk 
being expelled. But they have very 
little elbowroom and find it vety 
hard to meet their" informants^ in 
public places. 

Contrary to a legend that dies 
hard, this is especially true of mil- 
itary attaches, and even more of 
deputy military attaches, who are - 
apt to be -seen in France as esp- 
ionage bosses. So - perfect that 
their real function in the Direction 
Generate de la Securite exterieure 
^ (DGSE) — the equivalent of the 
1 Cl A or MIS. structure is generally 
much more modest. : 

The deputy military attache 
naturally knows the identity of the 
local DGSE representative. He 
manages the funds, when nec- 
essary, allotted to such operations 
(from time to time bitching about 
how meagre they are), and keeps a 
close eye on the code utilised in 
sending telegrams to the Quai 
cTOrsay and the Defence Ministry 
as well as the sealing of the dip- 
lomatic pouch. But by and large 


problems in its relations with the 
-Foreign Ministry as does the 
DGSE with the Quai cfOrsay. 

With the Soviets, however, all 
diplomats are cut out to work for 
the KGB. The distinction between, 
these two forms of “foreign rel- 
ations" is possibly observed only 
as a tactical convenience and for. 
the person who is approached 
there is no refusing a request for 
cooperation. This is just as app- 
licable to Soviet consulates, trade 
missions and Aeroflot staff. This 
does not mean that all of them 
should be regarded as active int- 
elligence agents, but this is why 
Western countries from lime to 
time proceed to make large-scale 
expulsions. 

International organisations, 
beginning with the United Nations 


the European Communities in •• 
Brussels and Luxembourg are also 
prime targets for the very special 
diplomats' of Eastern-bloc int- 
elligence services. As far as is pos- 
sible to know; Western states ares 
less partial to this sort of thing, 
perhaps quite simply because 
most of these organisations are in 
the West. Many prefer to work 
with nationals who have been in 
the country for a long time or loc- 
als having professions that enable 
them to make numerous contacts 
and come and go without att- 
racting attention. 

This freedom of movement is 
the more necessary as the chief of 
station in one capital is often ans- 
werable to a “coordinator” ins- 
tiled in a nearby country. Colonel 
Nut, who was assassinated last 
year near Nice, was thought to be 
an officer dealing with DGSE 
agents operating in Italy. An air- 
port flight controller, an import- 
export specialist, a tourist agent 
and even a simply garage mec- 
hanic often offer possibilities far 
superior to those of a colonel ... 
even if h is the colonel who. when 
things go wrong, must expect to be 
expelled — Le Monde. 



Randa Habibs 
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Good night, good morning 


BURDENED WITH respooslbilfties and having decided m employ a person 
for help at home, your choice might fen on a native from some far away 
country who is ready to come from that remote place to assist yon. 

Immediately, you start working on hb or her papers. You go to the 
Ministry of the Interior to obtain an entry permit and there, you sign an 
affidavit under which you commit yourself to pay the expenses of hb or her 
repatriation in care he or she would break certain Jordanian roles. 

Your domestic help arrives and yon start working on the work permit 
without any delay. Then you are (old you must obtain a resident's permit at 
the Department of Foreigners and arc salted to sign a legal guarantee in the 
court. Then you are asked to HQ six identical cards with your address, 
where the employee will be working. 

You might try captaining to the official at the department that this 
information has already been given when applying for the work permit... 
hot to no avail. 

Then you take your six card* to the district police station where the cards 
are stamped. Two oT the cards will remain there and the rest wDl return to 
the Foreigners’ Department. 

The next step is a medical certificate that yon most obtain from a certain 
government clink. The X-rays, blood test etc... which yon have already 
done before as you have checked your employee the moment be or she has 
arrived. Bmaceonting to our dear official, these are categorically refused. 

It is only alter this medical check-up that your employee wffll get close lo a 
normal situation, becaus e with this medkal certificate, you can finally 
chum his or her resident's permit. 

My friend who received on Dec. 14 her home maid, is stiD fining the sis 
cards... but she does not despair as she is hoping to GnaGse these formalities 
before the end of tbe year. Because, then, she will have to start aO over 
again this scenario at the renewing of the permit which wifi have neared its 
expiry dale. 


Armless painter one 
of Taiwan’s most 
? successful artists 





By John Ngai 

Reuter 

TAIPEI — Artist Shi eh K un-San 
has only one leg, uo arms and he 
paints with -a brush- between his 
teeth. 

■ But, Mr.'Shieh, 28, is one of the 
most popular artists in Taiwan and 
in a country still primarily int- 
erested in Chinese water colours 
amt call igraphy, his works have 
awakened a new enthusiasm for 
oil paintings. 

In his . most recefit one-man 
. show all 32 paintings exhibited 

were sold for a total of J 100,000, a 

\ considerable' amount by' Tai- 
wanese standards. Mr. Shieh's 
paintings are sought after by art 
galleries as well as private col- 
lectors. 

“ He is fast becoming one of the 
best in his generation," said lea- 
ding Taiwanese painter Wu 
Hsuan-Son. “There is this special 
touch of humanity in his paintings. 

“Mr. Shieh » basiailly a folk 
artist. He came the hard way. No 
..-one mn folly comprehend the 
^)rdeal he has gone-through.” ' r 
' Born to poor peasants in eas- 
tern Taiwan, Mr, Shieh. lost his 
three limbs in- 1 972 when a higb- 
- voltage cable fell on him in the . 
. factory where he was working as 
/ an apprentice. '• . 

Mr. Shieh told Reuters that- He 


lost the will to live after the acc- 
ident and made several suicide 
attempts. “I owe much to the lov- 
ing care of my mother who gave 
me the courage to continue liv- 
ing.” 

.The painter said that 10 years 
ago he started to do Chinese cal- 
ligraphy, using his teeth to hold 
the brush. He discovered the joy 
of painting one day when he was 
scribbling aimlessly on a piece of 
paper. 

“Suddenly I entered a world of 
my own. All the loneliness, fru- 
stration and pain disappeared 
when 1 was painting ” he said. 

He attended art classes and pra- 
ctised with a brush between his 
teeth for at least 10 hours a day at 
the beginning. 

“Sometimes my mother said I 
was sleeping with my teeth firmly 
clenched and my head moving sid- 
eways," he said. 

“I was very lucky. Most of the 
artists I went to for advice were 
always willing to give 'me new 
ideas and teach me to be a better 
painter." 

“They think I should develop 
my own style antfset my standards 
just as anyotber painters*- 1 
/‘I believe a good piece of art 
work , is done by one’s creative 
mind, whether by hands or mouth 
is not important,” Mr. Shieh said. 


The ideological delirium which strikes chords 
in the worst traditions of American populism 


By E-P. Thompson 


NOT EVEN Jonathan Swift could 
have imagined so savage a satire 
on human endeavour as Star 
Wars. 

Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDI) proposes that in some 25 
years, after expending some hun- 
dreds of billions of dollars. United 
States technology will emerge 
with an impermeable anti-ballistic 
shield. 

When President Reagan first 
unveiled Star Wars in March 
1983, he suggested, in a rhetorical 
aside, that at this point the USA 
will generously reveal all its tec- 
hnology to the USSR, so that they 
.can have an impermeable shield 
too. However it is not yet certain 
that Reagan will still be President 
in the year 2010. He could, no 
doubt, circumvent the U-S. Con- 
stitution. but he might have more 
in ^dicuuy'entmg his 

[ Mr. Reagan’s aside was jocular, 
and the defence experts threw 
themselves about As Theodore 
Draper remarks (New York Rev- 
iew of Books, Feb. 14): “It would 
be necessary to blow up the Pen- 
tagon to make its guardians give 
away such a priceless mDitaiy tre- 
asure." 

It is solemnly proposed, and 
reaffirmed in the President’s ina- 
ugural, that at astronomic cost, an 
astral venture wDl be set in motion 
to achieve an end — the blocking 
of each others' missiles — which 
could be achieved tomorrow, at no 
cost at all. by a rational agreement 
by both parties to disarm. The 
proposal belongs to the psy- 
chopathology of ideology and not 
to rational strategy at all. But bef- 
ore we come to that, let us inspect 
its purported rationality. 

The view of independent sci- 
entists — that is, of scientists who 
are not in Pentagon-related emp- 
loyment and who do not stand to 
gain from the research bonanza^ — 
is that the project could not work. 
In a letter to the Wall Street Jou- 
rnal (Jan. 2) Hans A Bethe and 
five eminent American scientists 
summed up major objections 
under several heads. Underflying: 
getting under the shield by using 
cruise missiles, low altitude flights, 
“suitcase” bombs. Ove- 
rwhelming: saturation of the def- 
ences with multiple attacks, a pro- 
portion of which would get thr- 
ough. Even five percent of 1 0,000 
missiles would be enough. . 

There is also outfoxing: while 
one side was building a Star Wars 
system the other side would have 
ample time to work out a contra- 
system of decoys and penetration 
aids. Cost: up to one trillion dol- 
lars for implementing the first 
major phase only. Soviet pre- 
emption: the Soviet raflitaiy (or 
whoever has been nominated as 
“enemy” in 2009) would perceive 
such a shield as giving to the Uni- 
ted States immunity to launch a 
strike, and would be tempted to 
“retaliate first”. 

These objections are made on 
the assumption that Star Wars 
might be feasible. So far as J can 
understand — Professor John 
Polanyi gives a clear beginner's 
guide in Gwyn Prin’s The Choice 
— anti-satellite weapons are cer- 
tainly feasible (and until recently 
the Soviet Union may have led in 
this field); weapons orbiting in 
space are a gruesome possibility; 
and defences against ballistic mis- 
siles might prove to be feasible 
(leaving of course the underflying, 
overwhelming and outfoxing gaps 
in the shield). 

But' long before the hyp- 
othetical semi-impermeable shi- 
eld was in place, the project would 
go. through intermediate stages: 


As Fred Ikle, a U.S. under- 
secretary of defence, remarked at 
a secret session of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee last 
year: “As you move towards dep- 
loyment of the full system, there 
are some intermediate steps which 
have intermediate utility.... Com- 
ponents of a muhi- tiered defence 
could become deployed earlier” 
(Wayne Biddle in New York 
Times, Dec. 30, 1984). 

These “components” relate to 
what is known in the jargon as 
“point-defence.” Point-defence 
means a collaboration of highly- 
developed radar, infrared sensors, 
interceptor missiles etc, which 
would zap incoming ICBMs. A 
US. Defence Department pam- 
phlet (April 1984) predicted that 
such point-defence might be ava- 
ilable between 1990 and 2000. 

That is a great relief. We are all 
in favour of defence. But what is 
~the ooint of pojnt-defence?..And 
'“•'--whiefr points win it defend? 3KpU . M 
fumed that — really re/ufcfw targe t$Tof cou- , 
rse: the missile silos at Grand For- 
kes. North Dakota, and the arcana 
of State security and C3. Cities? 

■ People? You’re joking! 

Point-defence might cover sel- 
ected areas of 30 miles in radius. 
So that for some years before the 
good folk of Middle America can 
sleep soundly in their beds in the 
knowledge that they are protected 
by an impermeable shield they will 
go through a period of "int- 
ermediate utility” in which their 
missiles are protected but they are 
□ot. 

Never mind. As tbe Times rem- 
arked (Feb. 7) at the end of a puz- 
zled and tortuous leaden "Even a 
partial defence must be better 
than no defence.” Amen, says 
com monsense. Why then did the 
superpowers achieve one of their 
rare agreements, with the ABM 
Treaty in 1972, which very sev- 
erely limited any such defences' — 
to two systems on each side? 

This was perhaps because such 
defences at that time were imp- 
racticable. But the officially- 
publicised reason for this upside- 
down logic (defences are thr- 
eatening but missiles give “sec- 
urity”) was that ABM defences 
are de-stabilising. They strike at 
the very heart of deterrence the- 
ory: the assurance of mutual thr- 
eat. 

A great many NATO warriors 
and media wizards have been ass- 
uring us for years that deterrence 
theory has biblical authority. Mr. 
Heseltiae, the British Defence 
Minister, has told us that it is the 
only thing that, for the past 30 
years, has held up the sky. Wha- 
tever else Star Wars explodes it 
has exploded deterrence theory. 
Several distinguished professors 
are having to rewrite their und- 
ergraduate class lectures, which is 
an insufferable indignity. 

Now the Times of London ass- 
ures us, m the same leader, that 
the campaign against SDI is “Sov- 
iet inspired." That is strange, bec- 
ause the first sign of that “cam- 
paign” — when Reagan first unv- 
eiled Star Wars — was hilarity in 
the American scientific com- 
munity. That could not have been 
orchestrated by the KGB, because 
the KGB have never been known 
to laugh. 

The Soviet military, however, 
have got a point in not finding Star 
Wars funny. They have been pus- 
hing ahead with their own space 
experiments. But a massive arms 
race in space is something their 
stretched economy does not need. 

More than this, the "int- 
ermediate ■ utility” stations of 
point-defence will disadvantage . 
the USSR and advantage- the 
USA. Soviet land-based ICBMs 
have got some 30 minutes to travel 
before they reach the United Sta- 



tes. This gives time for satellite 
and radar identification and for 
X-ray lasers and interceptors to 
get to work. But U.S. forward- 
based missiles in Europe, such as 
the Pershing IIs, must travel for 
only a few minutes. Thus point- 
defence is simpler for the USA 
than for the USSR. 

The reaction of the satellite 
NATO governments in Europe to 
Star Wars fell short of gratitude. 
At first sight, and at second sight, 
it seemed a bum deal. They sus- 
pected a retreat to Fortress Ame- 
rica. If America alone had a shi- 
eld, they feared that the Soviet 
Union, since it could not retaliate 
against the USA would take it out 
on her - allies. Or that Europe 
would be left as a no-man's land 
between two shields, with the 
laser-zapped nukes of both sides 
falling on our heads. 

Moreover, as the Guardian has 
asked (Feb. 5), if both sup- 
erpowers are protected by 
“domes,” “What thereafter bec- 
omes of the British and French 
nuclear deterrents?” The answers 
(which the Guardian una- 
ccountably overlooked) is that we 
could point them across the Cha- 
nnel and use them to deter each 
other. But all those lovely nukes, 
including Hades and Trident, 
would cease overnight to be det- 
errents to the USSR and would 
become only irritants. This irr- 
itated Mrs. Thatcher so much that, 
with uncustomary temerity, she 
allowed herself, when in company 
with prominent Soviet Politburo 
member. Mr. Gorbachov, last 
December, to express disquiet at 
an arms race in space. 

I am now at liberty to reveal the 
sequel to this petty treason. Mrs-. 
Thatcher then flew on to Peking 
and thence took off for a break- 
fast date with Mr. Reagan. While 
she was still over the Western Pac- 
ific. President Reagan, who had 
been informed of her imp- 
ertinence. cabled her plane: either 
Mrs. Thatcher must eat her words 
or she must get her break-fast at 
MacDonalds. Mrs. Thatcher ate 
her words, first in public on the 
plane, and then in private with the 
president, who had them seved up 
to her like sausages on a waffle 
with maple syrup. 

In return for her renewed fealty. 
President Reagan issued to all his 
European allies a very large public 
waffle, to the effect that the trap- 
ermeable shield (which had now 
become a dome and even an um- 
brella) was going to be extended 
to them also. This nonsensical, 
promise was not worth the spit] 
that issued with it. but the loyal 
governments and their servile 


media are now swimming around 
happily in the spittoon. 

It might be possible to deploy 
point-defence at Greenham 
Common and at Molesworih by 
the year 2000. Mr. Heseltine 
could then run happily up and 
down camouflaged in his flak 
jacket at the head of the thousands 
of troops and riot police chasing 
the last Quaker in the secure kno- 
wledge that he was under an umb- 
rella. But if he were to return to 
London to pursue his other voc- 
ation. of harassing honourable 
civil servants, then, alas, he must 
do this outside the “dome”. 

Even so, there would be a small' 
political cost which Mr. Reagan 
will have to charge for his waffle. 
Two authors (Herman and Rose) 
in Arms Control Today (July/ 
August 1984) have pointed out 
that while interceptor systems aga- 
inst intermediate-range missiles 
(such as S5-20s) might be feasible 
'in Europe, the interceptors 
“would have as little as three to 
ten minutes to detect, identify, 
track, target and attack incoming 
warheads.” 

This would require “an aut- 
omated and automatic U.S. ABM 
response.” such as LOW 
(launch-on- warning). “There will 
be no time to work through 
NATO’s established consultative 
channels. European political aut- 
horities thus will be effectively 
removed from any active role in 
decisions concerning nuclear war 
on their own soil." The “dome" 
turns out to be an automated sys- 
tem for the extinction of Eur- 
opean autonomy. 

AD this has been about “int- 
ermediate utilities": not the 
“impermeable shield" (which we 
cannot get) but the bits of space 
and interceptor race which are 
feasible and which we may well 
get. It can be seen that they int- 
roduce fearsome new dangers, ins- 
tabilities and tensions. The fact 
that the Soviet railitaty are already 
tensing up against Star Wars is 
not, as the Times supposes, an 
argument in its favour. It enh- 
ances ihe dangers. 

But 1 explained before that Mr. 
Reagan's policy belongs not to rat- 
ional strategy but to the psy- 
chopathology of ideology. How is 
this? 

The projected “impermeable 
shieltf’ is not possible. And the 
proposal that Us secrets should be 
handed to the ot her side is absurd. 
But when a palpable insanity grips 
national leaders it is necessary to 
probe the motives further. Nat- 
ions do not normally lay heavy 
burdens .on their tax-payers and 
inflate the national debt just to 


humour the fantasies of a leader 
— e\ en one just born-again out of 
the ballot box. 

There must either be some hid- . 
den agenda or some ideological 
delirium here. In this case I detect 
both. The hidden agenda is in two 
forms. First, the proposal has been 
pushed by those whom Lord Zuc- 
kerman has called “the alchemists 
of the laboratories” and the very 
powerful arms lobby whose lips 
are drooling with the prospects of 
enlarging order books 20 and 30 
years ahead. 

As Hans Bethe and his fellow- 
scicntisis say. in the Wall Street 
Journal, such a project will acq- 
uire “institutional momentum. '* 
“When a trillion dollars is waved 
at the U.S. aerospace industry, the 
project will rapidly acquire a life 
of its own — independent of the 
validity of its public jus- 
tifications.” 

YeL the project also has an ind- 
ependent life within American 
ideology. The Times, in its tor- 
mented leader, acclaims President 
Reagan as a profound strategist, 
more far-sighted than his chiefs of 
staff, more wise than his “East 
Coast establishment” with its 
“fashionable dissent." and more 
informed than his own scientific 
community. This is codswollop. 
The president is no kind of str- 
ategist and could not tell an ICBM 
from an ABM. What he is a sup- 
erbly successful populist politician 
who can tunc a policy like a 
precision-missile and home it on 
to the prejudices of Middle Ame- 
rica. 

In its ideological expression 
Star War is the ultimate decom- 
position of deterrence theory, 
and the attempt by U.S. nuclear 
ideologists to return to the womb 
of Hiroshima. Ever since the 
USSR reached forward to nuclear 
“parity” they have become inc- 
reasingly fretful. They possessed 
this huge bludgeoning and bla- 
ckmailing power — which, how- 
ever, could never be used, and the 
world was beginning to tumble to 
the fact. 

For a decade they have been try- 
ing out this and that trick to regain 
nuclear “superiority." but ail were 
implausible. .Then they tried out 
scenarios of “limited” nuclear 
war. on the territory of allies or 
other nations, and these have pro- 
ved implausible also, and have 
even been met with ingratitude. 

Delving back in their memories. 
President Reagan and his friends 
recalled those blissful years, from 
1945-50. when the United States 
had the Bomb and the other did, 
not. It is out of that frustration, 
and that remembered golden san- 


ctuary of the past, that the ide- 
ological and political drive of Star 
Wan has come. Let us abolish the 
other's bomb! Let us arm the 
moral ends of America with an 
impermeable shield! Let us once 
again be able to threaten a world 
which cannot retaliate on us! Once 
the solution was found (out of 
pure ideology) then money and 
know-how must be able to bring it 
about. 

h is an ideological delirium 
which vibrates all the chords of the 
worst traditions of American 
right-wing populism. With ast- 
onishing simplicity it combines 
isolationism (they can't get us) 
with external menace. It combines 
the citizen's faith that whatever 
America does must be moral — 
and that the Bomb is God* & gift to 
protect the “Free World" — with 
the old American common per- 
son's preference for “fixing 
things" by technological means 
rather than by political res- 
olutions. U massages the Ame- 
rican ego by intoning homilies 
about “saying humanity” and 
about “saving millions of lives" 
while drawing humanity within 
new dimensions of danger. 

We should not dismiss this as 
mere politician-talk, as cynical 
rhetoric to cover more limited 
objectives. Star Wars, with its 
spacc-fic glitter, encodes ide- 
ological forces which act in their 
own right. The president may him- 
self be a true believer. 

To find the most powerful nat- 
ion on earth to be crawling back 
into an ideological womb is a sign 
that an epoch is coming to an end. 
It is a terrifying signal of our 
human predicament. This com- 
bination of material avarice (the 
amts lobby) and of ideological 
self-delusion may prove to be the 
terminal dementia of the nuclear 
ego. 

There will never be an imp- 
ermeable shield against nuclear 
evil. There is — and there has 
been for forty years — only one 
shield against chaos: that pitifully 
weak and yet somehow ind- 
e struct able shield, the human con- 
science. It is as full of holes as a 
sieve, but it has held out chaos for 
forty years. It is time to put it in- 
repair. 

E.P. Thompson is a vice- 
president of Campaign for Nuclear 
Diarmament (CND). Merlin Press 
is publishing next month a col- 
lection of his essays and creative 
writing. The Heavy Dancers, and 
also a “samizdat" reply to crisis of 
the peace movement. Double Exp- 
osure. He contributed this article to 
the Guardian. 
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atioiis for Seoul Games 
on schedule, ambassador says 


By Sa’ad G- Hattar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — All the necessary facilities for the 1988 
Seoul Olympic Gaines will be completed by the end 
of 1985 except for the Olympic and Press Villages. 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the Republic of Korea Jai-Sang Kim said Sunday. 


Seoul Sports Complex, the site 
for the opening and closing cer- 
emonies, was completed in June 
1984. Thjs complex covers a total 
area of 545,000 square metres and 
the Main Olympic Stadium covers 
132,000 square metres, and can 
accommodate 100,000 spectators. 
Seoul Sports Complex will include 
the Main Olympic Stadium, gym- 
nasium, basketball stadium, ind- 
oor swimming pool, student gym- 
nasium and student indoor swi- 
mming pool. 

In a press conference held at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) Mr. 
Kim said: “The National Sports 
Complex is currently under con- 
struction and will include a vel- 
odrome for cycling, three gym- 
nasia, an indoor swimming pool as 
well as the Olympic Village.” • 

The 24th. Olympiad being nr 
Seoul in 1988. brings the Summer 
Games to mainland Asia for the 
first time in history. These Games 


will be held from Sept. 17 to Oct. 
2, taking advantage of Korea's 
comfortable autumn climate, with 
an average temperature of 20 deg- 
rees centigrade. About 13,000 
athletes are anticipated to come 
from 130 countries for com- 
petition in. these Summer Games. 
The motto for these Games is 
“Harmony, Peace and Progress” 
— Harmony between all peoples 
of the world, and peace and pro- 
gress for the eternal prosperity of 
mankind Mr. Kim outlined. 

“The 10th Asian Games, which 
will include about 25 sports, will 
also be held in Seoul between 
Sept. 20 and Oct. 5, 1986. In pre- 
paration for these Games, an ath- 
letes' village will be constructed, 
in addition to recreation centres, 
entertainment areas, training fie- 
lds and medical clinics.” Mr. Kim 
said. 

“All the preparations are going 
on smoothly and on schedule. We 


are firmly determined to do our 
best to make the Games of the 
24th Olympiad in Seoul in 1988 
the best ever in Olympic history. 
And we have every confidence in 
our ability to do so." Mr. Kim 
added. 

Minister of Sports Yong- 
Ho-Lee is due in Amman on Feb- 
ruary 26, on a three-day official 
visit to Jordan, at the invitation of 
Jordanian Minister of Youth Hani 
Khasawneh. During the visit. Dr. 
Lee will hold talks with Dr. Kha- 
sawneh and a number of senior 
Jordanian officials on means of 
bolstering cooperation between 
the two countries in the various 
fields. The two sides will also dis- 
cuss ways of promoting the bil- 
ateral sport movement and inc-. 
rearing its effectiveness on various 
relevant levels. 

The national Korean soccer 
team will accompany Dr. Lee dur- 
ing his visit to Jordan, and will play 
a friendly match against the nat- 
ional Jordanian soccer team on 
Wednesday, February 27, at A1 
Hussein Youth City stadium. 

Coinciding with the Korean 
delegation's visit to Jordan an exh- 
ibition of Korean history, culture/ 
industry and social life will be held 
at the Royal Cultural Centre in 
Amman. The exhibition will be 
inaugurated by Dr. Hani Kha- 
sawneh. 



National Sports Complex currently nnder con straction for the Seoul Olympics. 
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Cine. 


Presents two hours of hilarious laughs 
in 


r 


WORLD MUST 
BE CRAZY 



Starring: Marius Weyers & Sandra Prinsloo 

Free car parking available. 

Daily at 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 


Iraq cancels 
league 

to prepare for 
World Cup 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq has can- 
celled its first divirion soccer pro- 
gramme less than halfway through 
the season and suspended pun- 
ishments on players, to prepare 
for World Cup qualifying matches 
beginning next month. 

Iraqi FootbalJ Association 
(JFA) officials said the league 
programme was being scrapped 
“to give the national team the 
opportunity to prepare itself." 

A general amnesty has also 
been declared on all punishments 
meted out to players, they said. 
This included lifting suspensions 
imposed on national squad mem.-, 
beis after their poor-performance 
In last summer's Olympic Games* 
in Los Angeles and jail terms for 
offences such as attacking ref- 
erees. 


The IFA sacked national team 
coach Ammu Baba after Iraq fai- 
led to progress beyond the first 
round in Los Angeles. The ride 
drew 1-1 with Canada, lost 1-0 to 
Cameroun and went down 4-2 to 
Yugoslavia despite having a two- 
goal lead at half-time. 


Spinks retains light heavyweight title 


ATLANTIC CITY, New Jersey 
(R) — Michael Spinks retained his 
light heavyweight boxing cha- 
mpionship Saturday by stopping 
David Sears with an overhand 
right and a flurry of unanswered 
blows in the third round of a sch- 
eduled 15-rounder. 

Spinks. 28, made the ninth suc- 
cessful defence of a title he won 
with a 15-round decision over 
Eddie Mustafa Muhammad in 
July 1981. He became the und- 
isputed champion by claiming a 
15 -round decision over Dwight 
Muhammad Qawi in March 1983. 

Spinks, who is 26-0 with 18 
knockouts, sent the previously 
unbeaten Sears to the canvas with 
an overhand right early in the 
third round. After the groggy 
New Yorker rose to beat the count 
Spinks finished him off with body 
and head punches. 


Referee Larry Hazzars stopped 
the fight at one minute and two 
seconds of the third after the for- 
mer Olympic champion from Phi- 
ladelphia sent Sears reeling with a 
dazzling left-right combination to 
the head. 

“I knew right from the start I 
could have hit him with- the ove- 
rhand right,” Spinks said. “ After I 
hit him the first time I might have 
been able to get it over m one 
round if I threw a looping punch 
on top of it. 

“I just couldn't get started. In 
the third round he was looking for 
me to go downstairs. He thought I 
would jab again to the body but it 
turned out to be another overhand 
right” 

In the first two rounds the 25- 
year-old Sears was able to back up 
the champion, landing quick com- 
binations to the head. Despite the 


challenger's aggressive style, 
however, Spinks carried his left 
hand low. 

Leaning forward as he threw 
punches. Sears left himself vul- 
nerable to the overhand right 
which Spinks landed in the fust 
and second rounds with mOd suc- 
cess. 

Sears won the first two rounds 
on two of the three judges' sco- 
recards before Spinks sent him to 
the floor in round three. 

“I was just concentrating on my 
offence and I got caught.” Sears 
said. “I wanted to start fast bec- 
ause I know he's a slow starter.” 

Spinks is recognised as cha- 
mpion by all three major boxing 
bodies — the World Boxing Cou- 
ncil (WBC). the World Boxing 
Association (WBA) and the Int- 
ernational Boxing Federation 
(IBF). 


Mandlikova proves rankings 
wrong, meets Lloyd in final 

HAlfl-AMH ralifnmia fRl Snlrnva u/hn Martina Nav- iivht har tlw first iwt 


OAKLAND. California (R) — 
Hana Mandlikova proved the 
computer wrong Saturday night 
when she outclassed Cze- 
choslovak compatriot Helena 
Sukova 'iu the Semifinals - of the 
('Oakland' Women's Tennis Tou- 
rnament. 

Mandlikova, ranked two places 
below Sukova at number seven in 
the world, produced near flawless 
tennis to win 6-4, 6-0 and qualify 
for the final when she will meet 
top-seeded Chris Evert Lloyd. 

Lloyd was kept on court for 80 
minutes by her feDow-Amexican 
Zina Garrison before winning 6-3, 
6 - 2 . 


Sukova, who beat Martina Nav- 
ratilova in the Australian Open at 
the turn of the year, had never 
taken a set from Mandlikova in six 
previous encounters and seldom 
looked capable of disturbing that 
trend. 


The only time Mandlikova was 
threatened came when she lost the 
ninth game of the match after hol- 
ding three set points on her own 
serve. Sukova pulled back from 
40-0 down and eventually broke 
back to trial 5-4 after five deuces. 

• But from 30-30 in .the next 
game, Mandlikova was a class 
apart. Two stunning volleys bro- 


ught her the first set and she raced 
through the second set without the 
loss of a game in 1 8 minutes. 

• Despite Sukova's recent surge 
.up the computer rankings — she 
was runner-up to Lloyd- in the 
Australian- Open — H was her- 
worst defeat by Mandlikova in 
four years. 

“I don’t know what to say, I 
made so many mistakes,’’ Sukova 
said. “I felt it would all change 
after the first set. m have to dis- 
j cuss this with ray coach.” 

Mandlikova won this title last 
' year when she inflicted a rare def- 
eat on Navratilova in the finaL 


Unseeded Americans reach 
final as upsets continue 



-iil 


LA QUINTA, California (R) — 
Unseeded Americans David Pate 
and Larry Stefanki reached the 
final of the $375,000 La Quinta, 
classic tennis tournament, con- 
tinuing a rash of upsets with wins 
over higher-ranked players. 

They.w31.be playing for the lar- 
gest prize money of their careers 
in the final of a week-long event 
that has seen all 16 seeded players 
eliminated. The winner gets 
$51,000 and the runner-up 
$25,000. 

Pate, ranked 43rd in the world, 
beat ninth- ranked Libor Punek of 
Czechoslovakia, 7*6 (8-6), 6-4. 

' Stefanki, ranked 193rd, ousted 
14th-ranked compatriot Greg 
Holmes 6-7," 4-6, 6-3 in the first 
semi-final match. 

Pate, who likes to work his way 
into the net to surprise his opp- 
onents, stuck to his game plan. “I 


didn’t want to spend too much, 
time at ihe baseline with him bee- i 
ause of his heavy topspis ground 
strokes.” Pate said. 

Punch broke Pate's service 
three rimes in the opening set, bm 
lost it after leading 6-5 on service, 

“I couldn't win the first set." 
Piraek rakL'*! was serving for the 
match and had broken Inin three 
times and couldn’t win.” 

Pate deadlocked tbe set at 6-6 
and won the tie-breaker with an 
ace followed by a netted Prmck 
forehand. 

They traded service breaks to 
4-4 in the second set, but Pate f 
broke in the ninth game and ser- 
ved out the match. 

Stefanki, 27, was forced to go 
three sets with Holmes, who upset 
defending champion Jimmy Con- 
nors in straight sets rift the- 
quarter- finals. 


Nigerians dominate African 
table tennis championship 


ALEXANDRIA (R) — Nigerians 
dominated the final rounds of the 
seventh African Table Tennis 
Championship here Saturday, tak- 
ing all four slots in the men's and 
women's singles finals and win- 
ning the boys’ and girls* under- 1 7s 
titles. 

In the men’s tournament Nig- 
erians took all four places in the 
semi-finals. The final wQl be bet- 
ween Oloyomi Bankole and Ara- 
nda Musa, who beat Thomas 
Ogunrinde and Farai Adeyemo by 
3-0 and 3-1 respectively. 

Nigeria also had three players in 


the women’s semi-finals. Kuburat 
Owolabi beat her compatriot 
Nimora Shift u 3-0 and OJawunroi 
Majekodunmi beat Egypt's Gigan 
Nossier 3-0. 

In an all-Nigerian boy’s under - 
17s final Bdaji Niniola beat Abi- 
odun Soyemi 2-0. Youssef Rabei 
of Egypt came third, beating his 
countryman Hisham Hclroi 2-1. 

Nigeria’s Iyabo Akanmu won 
the gnTs under- 17s singles, bea- 
ting Patricia Offei of Ghana, 2-0. 
Patience Opokua of Ghana came 
third after beating Sherin Alfi of. 
Egypt, 2-0. 


ies 


Cosmos ends indoor play 


NEW YORK (R) — The New 
York Cosmos, the driving force in 
U.S. soccer, have decided to stop 
.playing the unorthodox indoor 
circuit to concentrate on more luc- 
rative international matches, a 
team official said Sunday. 

Cosmos Managing Director 
Peppe.Pinton told Renters the 
Cosmos would play a limited sch- _ 
eduled in the North American' 
Socoer League (NASL) if the" 
financially-troubled Outdoor 
League was still operating this 
summer. 

They would concentrate on int- 
ernational matches, however, 
“which have been the bread and 
butter of the Cosmos,” he said. 

“Internationally we • average . 
about. 31,000 paying customers..* 
Last year attendance fell to 
10,000 in the NASL and this year 
indoors we averaged 4,100," he 
added. 

Pinton said the costs of con- 
tinuing in the Major Indoor Soc- 
cer League (MISL) were pro- 
hibitive, but added: “I'm not fol- 
ding any team. We’re still a mem- 
ber of two leagues, until further 
steps are taken as Tm talking to 
you today. 


“We’re just ceasing io play ind- 
' oors because of excessive cost. So 
Fm cutting costs to continue with 
outdoor soccer." 

Since joining the indoor league 
this season, the Cosmos have suf- 
fered financial losses of more than 
one million dollars in 16 home 
games at the Byrne Meadow lands 
Arena in nearby East Rutherford, 
New Jersey. 

* In a statement issued Friday 
night. Cosmos President Giorgio 
Chinaglia. who also heads the Ita- 
lian first division team Lazio, said: 
“We are disappointed in our ina- 
bility to attract enough fan sup- 
port to continue {Haying indoor 
Soccer.” - 

. “Maybe we hurt our image, 

; maybe we matie^t Mistake by pla- 
y nag-in indoors. Now ; we feel good 
because we tried. We gave it a 
good and honest chance,*’ Pinton 
added in a telephone interview 
from the team offices in New Jer- 
sey. 

The NASL is struggling for sur- 
vival with only four teams, and a 
league spokesman announced last 
Thursday that the league will dec- 
ide by March i whether to sus- 
pend operations. 
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TO LET — FURNISHED APARTMENT 


Two bedrooms, central heating, fitted carpet app- 
liances and telephone. 

Ground floor, own entrance and garden. 


Located in Shmeisani, near Birds' Garden. 

Contact Tel: 664446. 


ARABIC COURSES FOR FOREIGNERS 
THE HOUSE OF LANGUAGES 


Offers Arabic courses for foreigners. 


1. For ■ beginners. 

2. For advanced students. 

Study will start on 25/2/1985. 


For further information please call Tel. 41986, 
Jebel Amman. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT f 

FOR RENT 


Deluxe furnished apartments consisting of one, two 
and three bedrooms, central heating and tel- 
ephones also available. 

- 
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Commodore Hotel 
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SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM 


* Living* rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

* Bedroom sets 

units 

☆Lighting fixtures 
☆Club 8 for children 

☆ Modem Danish design 

☆ Feather upholstery 

* Danish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 



.The youthful 
style with an 
eye to the future 


Tel. 663899 Civil defence street 


To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 666320 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Ainconditioiied 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Td. 38968. 



3rd Circle, Jabal Amman t 
Opposite Akilah Hospital. 


■ 
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PEKING DUCK A 
FLAMING POT FONDUE . 
ARE OUR SPECIALITIES 


I 


VISIT SOON! 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 PM 
6:00 PM to Midnight 


j Tel. 41093 J 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmoufc 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbecue 
for lunch Friday 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our . 
specialities-, 
Open daily 

12:00 noon - 3:30 p.rvt. 
6:30 pm. - Midnight 


CHINA 
RESTAURANT! 


The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 
Take’- away service ava- 
ilable 

'Open daily *1 1 J0V3 JO - and 6:30 
11:00 


AQABA, TeL 4415 




* Shorn* &30rS 8.30'iai5 . .■* 

* \ TEL. 34H4-34H9 * 

* ★★ ★★★★* + ■* 
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Jordan hopes to sell cement to Egypt 


‘‘tlTv. 
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By Ibrahim Noori 

Reuter ' 

AMMAN (R) — Jordan, a modest 
cement exporter since last year, 
hopes to sign a nmlti-millioa dol- 
lar cement deal with Egypt to ease 
a growing problem of selling its 
surplus in a competitive and shr- 
inking market. 

The possible deal came up as 
the government decided last Dec- 
ember to merge Jordan’s two 
cement plants to help tackle the 
problem of an expected cement 
surplus this year of more than two 
million tonnes 

The government is now facing 
questioning over the economic 
viability of having built a second 
• plant, which turned Jordan into a 
cement exporter but also con- 
tributed to the exc ess 

It has also been criticised over 
the merger between SouLh Cem- 
ent Company, which went into 
operation last year, and the Jor- 
danian Cement Factories Com- 
pany set up in 1951. 

Businessmen said the proposed 
one million tonne cement deal 
with Egypt, worth some $35 mil- 
lion, could staunch the criticism. 


But the overall problem would be 
difficult to solve without an eco- 
nomic upturn in countries such as 
the oil-producing Gulf states. 

South Cement almost clinched 
the deal with Cairo last autumn, 
but trade sources said it foundered 
on disagreement over prices with 
Egypt, itself a major cement pro- 
ducer. 

Egyptian negotiators are exp- 
ected to return here, probably 
later this month, and Jordanian 
officials are confident of success 
this time. 

-It would be South Cement’s 
second export contract after an 
$80 millio n deal last year to supply 
1.5 million tonnes of cement to 
Saudi Arabia over three years. 

The company, capitalised at. 
110 million dinars (.$263 million), 
was set up solely to produce cem- 
ent for export, mainly to the Gulf 
where sharply lower oil export 
revenue has curtailed a 10-year 
development and construction 
boom. 

The older company met only 
part of the local demand, and 
cement was being imported for the 
local construction sector, which 
has also now slowed down. 


Cement imports totalled 30.5 
million dinars ($73 million) in 
1983, but dropped to only two mil- 
lion dinars ($4.8 million) last year, 
when Jordan also exported cem- 
ent worth 2.3 million dinars $5.5 
million), according to official fig- 
ures. 

Jordan still imports salt- 
resistant cement but South Cem- 
ent plans to start producing this 
soon. 

The two cement plants each 
have an annual output capacity 
two million tonnes. Officials est- 
imate, local demand at 1.7 million 
tonnes, leaving a surplus of 2.3 
million this year. 

The merger, expected to be 
completed by June, was attacked 
in a parliamentary report last 
month, which said die building of 
a second plant just for export was 
‘'unsound planning' 1 . “The mer- 
ger could harm a successful firm 
such as Jordanian Cement and 
should receive a thorough eco- 
nomic security," it said. 

The government, which has 
equity in both firms, says the mer- 
ger will be good for the industry on 
both administrative and mar- 
keting grounds, and shareholders 


would not lose. 

But economists say the rec- 
onstituted company could still 
face marketing difficulties, esp- 
ecially in Gulf countries which 
have developed their own cement 
industries. 

The Qatar-based Gulf Org- 
anisation for Industrial Consulting 
said last year Gulf Cooperation 
Council members — Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait. Qatar, Bahrain, 
Oman and the United Arab Emi- 
rates — would be able to produce 
23.6 million tonnes of cement by 
1985., 

This would meet more than 90 
per cent of demand in the region, 
but the cement industry was suf- 
fering from dumping of cheap 
cements from Europe and Asia, it 
said. 

Egypt and Saudi Arabia, which 
by virtue of their size offer Jordan 
the best export prospects, are also 
expanding their cement industries 
with the aim of achieving self- 
sufficiency. 

But an end to the Iran-iraq war 
could help boost cement demand 
for reconstruction, industry sou- 
rces say. 
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Poles reject food price increases 


>or plat 




WARSAW (R) — Poland’s new 
trade unions have strongly rej- 
ected food price rises planned by 
the communist authorities and 
also opposed by the banned Sol- 
idarity free trade union which has 
called for a general strike this 
week. 

Leaders of the unions, ind- 
ependently supported by the gov- 
ernment’s advisory council for 
prices, said the increases were inf- 
lationary and would "bring down 
the living standards of working 
people". 

Western diplomats said they 
expected the authorities to revise 
their proposals for the price rises 
as a result of the union opposition 
which was broadcast prominently 


on television. 

But they forecast that the gov- 
ernment would take care not to 
appear to have acted under pre- 
ssure from Solidarity which has 
urged workers to strike nationally 
for 15 minutes on Thursday. 

The rises, the first since last 
February and planned to fall wit- 
hin the official target of 13 per 
cent growth in prices this year, 
were due to be introduced in 
March. 

The government proposed a 
choice between three sets of inc- 
reases which would have raised 
the cost of living by between 3.1 
and 4.2 per cent and would have 
permitted the lifting of some rat- 
ioning. 


Rejecting all three choices and 
also the end of food rationing, the 
union leaders said: “It is the imp- 
rovement of management and not 
price increases which should be 
the main instrument of restoring 
market equilibrium." 

Mr. Alfred Miodowicz, head of 
a national trade union body said m 
a television interview: “We want 
systematic not piecemeal sol- 
utions." 

The new unions, which have 
recruited five- million members 
since Solidarity was suppressed 
under martial law. announced 
their rejection on Saturday during 
a weekend conference. 

A statement said they rejected 
annual across-the-board increases 


in food prices and added: “ It is not 
feasible and is socially dangerous 
to lift the rationing of products 
other than those made of grain." 

They urged that compensation 
for food price increases should be 
built into pay and pensions and 
also criticised plans to raise the 
cost of electricity, gas and coal. 

The unions said the government 
should make a study in July to see 
whether targets for growth in 
wages should be revised to take 
account of inflation. 

The council for prices, which 
advises the government’s office 
for prices, also rejected all three 
price proposals and said increases 
should be spread over many 
months. 


W. Germany fails to dent unemployment 


BONN (R) — Europe's strongest 
economy is again enjoying steady 
growth, booming exports and min- 
imal inflation. But unemployment 
is at record levels asa second “wir- 
tsc h aftswun d er” (economic mir- 
acle) remains elusive. 
“Conditions .for lasting eco- 


to challenges and there can be no 
talk of West Germany falling beh- 
ind technologically or psy- 
chologically, he said. 

The basic successes are unq- 
uestioned. 

An irrepressibly strong dollar 
and increased West German com- 


v- 


nonfik; grtwrth'ibave- not beenias~n petitimrncss on'ther world market 
good for a long time.” Economics' ’ — not due solely to the dollar - — 


.. -v. 


Minister Martin Bangemann told 
West Germany's Bundestag 
(Lower House) this month. 

Conservative Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl likes to quote British 
press articles likening the recoveiy 
to the wirtschaftswunder of the 
1950s ' and 1960s, West Ger- 
many’s Phoenix-like rise from the 
ashes of World War II. 

Yet unemployment rose last 
month to a recofd 10.6 per cent, 
and while economists polled by 
Reuters all detect a clear imp- 
— — . rovement in the country’s eco- 

MENT gnomic fundamentals, they say it 
* falls far short of a miracle. 

“ If s. more like a new realism,” 

- <--j 'X commented Westdeutsche Laa-' 

desbank economist Mr. Klaus 
Wieners. 

The general public and trade 
unions are now responding better 


have charted the course for a third 
successive year of growth in 1 985. _ 
The economy is expected to 
expand by between 2.5 and three 
or more per cent this year aft- 
ergrowing 2.6 per cent in 1984. 

“This is not exactly dynamic, 
but better steady growth than an 
explosion,” said Commerzbank 
economist Mr. Christian Francke. 

The economy grew by 1.5 per 
cent in the final quarter of 1984 
alone, largely because of robust 
exports and' growing domestic 
demand for capital goods,* two 
areas which are expected to be the 
pillars of growth this year too. 

Against the final quarter of 
'1983, the economy was up three 
per cent. Given an appreciable 
drop in the population, per capita 
growth last year was 3.5 per cent 
The Munich-based IFQ eco- 


nomic institute expects exports, 
up 7.4 per cent last year, to rise at 
least six per cent in 1985. 

Although Arctic weather took 
most of the blame for January’s 
jump in unemployment to 2.62 
million from 2.33 million, the fig- 
ure reinforced fears that growth 
may dip : this quarterrAnew cold: 
spell is expected tonmean more' 
poor jobs data this month. 

Most analysts are confident the 
economy will bounce back in the 
second quarter, however. Growth 
should show a big leap forward 
against the same period in 1984, 
when a bitter labour dispute shut 
down the motor ind ustry for seven 
weeks. 

Continued uncertainty about 
new West German car exhaust 
emission laws and allied tax bre- 
aks is likely to depress domestic 
demand for new cars in the first 
half of this year. 

But carmakers, whose profits 
boomed last year, are optimistic 
they can catch up on delayed 
spring sales in the second half. 
Strong exports should help bridge 
the gap. 

The troubled building industry 
is expected to continue to brake 


growth and efforts to cut une- 
mployment, although the eco- 
nomists say it too should begin to 
stabilise in 1985. 

Inflation, currently the lowest 
of any major Western industrial 
nation, has fallen faster than exp- 
ected to an annual rate of two per 
-•ceric ■from' 2:4 per'cent last year: 
'•“Price stability has been ach- 
ieved." the leading commercial 
bank said. 

Deutsche Bank's monthly rep- 
on said the West German upturn 
had a new quality and was better 
founded than previous recoveries. 

Minimal inflation and stable 
production costs have offset sharp 
rises in import prices caused by the 
strong dollar in which energy and 
raw material imports are priced. 

The strength of the dollar, 
which has risen to 3.35 marks 
from less than 2.70 a year ago. is 
not causing very much concern. 
And analysts expect any fall-off in 
exports to the U.S. as the Ame- 
rican economy slows to be made 
up in Europe. 

A recent rise in domestic int- 
erest rates is not seen as a new 
trend and is expected to be rev- 
ersed later in the year. 


Kuwait reviews monetary policy 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait is stepping up supervision 
of its financial system and wQl study new tools of 
monetary policy to combat expected strains in the 
economy, a senior central bank official said Sunday. 


Mr. Mohammad Haider Ghu- 
loum. deputy manager of the 
bank’s techinical department, said 
the economy will be ove- 
rshadowed by pressures on the 
state budget in the coming years. 

After rapid but turbulent 
growth in the 1970s oil boom, the 
slide in oil markets and a local 
stock market crash in 1982 — lea- 
ving a $90 billion debt crisis — 
resulted in confusion and rea- 


ppraisal which persist, he told a 
banking seminar. 

“In addition, the Gulf war has 
compounded the sense of pes- 
simism in the economy.** 

Demand for crude oil is unlikely 
to pick up much in coming years, 
and Kuwait's non-oil economy is 
unlikely to Tevive soon, he said, 
added: “ Pressures on the budget 
will be the dominant feature of the 
economy in the next few years." 


The solution lay in either cut- 
ting spending or looking more clo- 
sely at non-oil sources of revenue 
and financing, which Mr. Ghu- 
loum called a more creative app- 
roach. 

It would be politically difficult 
to impose taxes, and more logical 
to issue public debt instruments to 
raise funds, he said. The central 
bank also aimed to extend its con- 
trol over money supply, which 
grew at explosive rates in the early 
1980s. 

“The increased supervisory role 
of the central bank that is now evo- 
lving must be accompanied by new 
and more effective tools of policy. 


such as changeable reserve ratios 
and open market operations 
aimed at controlling the banks' 
free reserves and thus directly inf- 
luencing domestic credit.” he said. 

The central bank would con- 
tinue to channel funds to banks 
through a discount window, as in , 
the past, but “there will be more 
awareness of the costs of these 
funds". Mr. Ghuloum said. 

The Kuwaiti dinar's exchange 
rate will continue to he linked to a 
basket of currencies on a formula 
that ensures stability and protects 
consumer as well as public sector 
interests, he added. 


Iranian parliament modifies budget 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran's Majlis 
(Parliament) Sunday approved a 
budget for the financial year beg- 
inning on March 22, but only after 
cutting government spending and 
revenue targets. 

' It cut spending by 5.5 per cent, 
to 3,898 billion rials ($41 billion) 
from 4.127 billion ($43 billion), 
and the revenue estimate by a sim- 
ilar percentage to 3,638 billion 
rials ($38.7 billion). 


In a debate broadcast over Teh- 
ran radio, Majlis members and 
government ministers clashed 
over oil and tax revenue targets. 

The Majlis plan and budget 
committee has proposed reducing 
the oil revenue estimate to 1,650 
billion rials ($17.6 billion) from 
the government’s figure of 1,860 
billion ($19.8 billion), and pro- 
posed boosting tax revenue to 
1,100 billion rials (SI 1.7 billion) 


Algeria, Spain end 
row over gas deal 

MADRID (R) — Spain and Algeria have ended a bitter dispute on 
gas imports which had threatened to upset Madrid's diplomatic str- 
ategy in the Maghreb, Spanish officials said Sunday. 

Foreign Minister Fernando Moran signed the accord in Algiers on 
Saturday saying this raised hopes for improved relations with Alg- 
eria. 

Spain's relations with Algeria soured last year following the col- 
lapse of talks to update a 1975 gas contract. 

Algeria ace used Spain of breach of contract as Madrid failed to lift 
the 4.5 billion cubic metres of gas a year h was obliged to take under 
the contract. 

Spain said it was limiting imports to about 1 .3 billion cubic metres 
annually because of low domestic demand. 

Algeria retaliated with trade restrictions and took its case to the 
International Court of Arbitration in Geneva last July where it 
lodged a claim for $ 1 billion. 

The breakdown in relations with Algeria came at an awkward time 
for Spain whose Socialist government is striving to maintain a dip- 
lomatic balance in the Maghreb. 

The basis for a settlement of the gas dispute was reached earlier 
this month in talks between Deputy Prime Minister Alfonso Guerra 
and Algerian Energy Minister Belkacem Nabi. 

The protocol calls on Spain to accept higher rates on gas and 
gradually increase the level of its imports. In exchange Algeria is 
prolonging the original 1 975 contract to give Spain time to lift the gas 
it contracted to buy.' 

Spain will also pay Algeria $500. million in compensation. 


Oman, Japanese traders 
sign 3-month contracts 

MUSCAT (R) — Several Japanese oil and trading companies have 
signed three-month contracts to buy Omani crude under a formula 
adjusting the price monthly according to the spot price over the 
previous period, trading sources said Saturday. 

The contracts, backdated to Jan. 1 , cover only the first quarter of 
1985 and the starting price is $27.85 a barrel for Oman's 34 degrees 
API blend, they said. 

The Omani ministry of petroleum and minerals has not yet signed 
and returned the contracts but the companies consider this no more 
than a formality, they said. 

Oman has also given its regular Japanese customers a rebate on 
their purchases in the last quarter of 1984, refunding the difference 
between the new starting price and the old government selling price 
of $28.55 a barrel, the sources added. 

Companies which bought Omani oil in January would end up 
paying about 10 cents below the starting price and for February the 
discount would be between 10 and 20 cents, they said. 

Oman has denied any change in its -pricing policy. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


H9EPIS 



'Til trade you Park Place for Marvin 
Gardens, opera tickets and a 
steak dinner/' 


Peanuts 


I CAN'T BELIEVE IT... 
YOU’RE HELPIN6 ME 
WITH MY HOMEWORK ! 



ITS BETTER THAN 
HAVING YOUR 
ATTORNEY SUE ME.. 

V 



I WON'T NEED YOU 

after all, Attorney.. 

WE'VE DECIPED TO 
SETTLE OUT OF COURT... 



HOW WILL I EVER PAY 
I FOR MY NEW BRIEFCASE? 



i lEte linked FpJbj>o*ondh.«i*p 


Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



THAT SCRAMBLED WOM) GAME 
by Hand Arnold and Bob Lae 



Unscramble these tour Jumbleo, 
one letter to each square, to torn 
four wdfoiy words. . 


[c 

KaOIL 


n 

■ 

■■ 

iv 


\ W Good they're 
Ls t <0, not driving 

.W. tonight 

tT JESSfe* I Jj 







■ 

m 


IMBl 


m 

m 

m 

m 

■ 




WHAT NEW YEAR'S 
PVE MIGHT BE 
FOR SOME PEOPLE. 


m :\im 


rr rrm 

Y T r T HI IMTl 

^■ r (An8wws tomorrow) 

I JumMe* FLUKE RODEO FITFUL DABBLE 
Yesterday's | J)n&mr v^ooffee often la— A •‘BREAK" FLUID 


Now arrange the circled letters xo 
totm ihe surprise answer, a* wa- 
ges^ by the atxwB cartoon. 

" re 


YOU MEAN 1^ 
CAN TALK 

| ANTS OUT Of 

MV HOUSE? 


CERTAINLY/ if 
YtXJ CONCENTRATE? 
AND REASON Wrm 
THEM THEY BECOME 
COOPERATIVE/ 



Andy Capp 


SORRY I’M LATE, 
i PET. I MET ONE 

of the girls 

IR^WORK-YDU 
REMEMBER, RAM 



| \OU SHOULD SEE HER 
HUSBAND/ TALL, wavy 
H4IR, FULL OF LIFE 
“AND^/V/VY, HE 
HAD US IN STITCHES-/ 1 


WE'RE GOING 
TO ARRANGE 
A FOURSOME 

— 1KNON 

YOU’LL , 
LIKE HIM/ 




from 1 .063 billion ($ 1 1 .3 billion). 

Majlis members argued the 
government had over-estimated 
oil revenue for the past two years, 
and should increase taxation to 
compensate. 

Hojaioleslam Oorbanali Dorri 
Najfabadi. chairman of the budget 
committee, said the Majlis would 
place no restriction on oil sales. 

But he said he doubted the gov- 
ernment could sell more than the 
committee estimated because of 
output quotas set by the Org- 
anisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC), of which Iran 
is a member, and the state of the - 
world oil market. 

The government said oil expons 
would provide the income to dev- 
elop infrastructure, which would 
in turn produce more tax revenue. 


“We cannot solve the problem 
of our dependence on oil with slo- 
gans. We need industrial and inf- 
rastructural investments." Heavy 
Industries Minister Behzad Nab- 
avi said. 

Prime Minister Mir-Hossein 
Mousavi told the Majlis Saturday; 
“We must sell oil. but we must be- 
careful to use the money to create 
a basis for economic growth. We 
must sell oil and spend it (oil rev- 
enue) for production tools, eco^ 
nomic growth and the war (whir 
Iraq).’* 

The Majlis and the government 
have differed on ways to increase 
taxes on. among other things, nil 
products for domestic con- 
sumption. land, school fees, med- 
ical services and cars. 

Details of the budget arc to be 
debated over the next few davs. 



FORECAST FOR MONDAY, FEB. 25, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Now you have a good 
day and evening to start the week on a constructive note 
by being very practical and making whatever plans are 
possible to increase your assets and your property. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Stop daydreaming and 
get problematical affairs nicely solved since the planets 
are favorable. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) First get your ap- 
pearance greatly improved and then pursue your aims 
in a confident and positive manner and gain them. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) A good day to confer 
with a wise adviser and plan the future intelligently, 
both in business and in personal life. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) You are able 
to gam "desires tEakjnean much to you,' but you need 
the assistance of one who is secretive 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) You need backing for some 
project and should go to the bigwig you know and get 
it easily. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to-SepL 22) Take that trip that can 
help to improve your position in the world and bring 
more security. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Consult those in business 
who can help you to become more affluent and put the 
ideas in operation. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) If you are more 
agreeable with a stubborn partner, you can get fine 
cooperation today. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Plan how to 
make your work more efficient and add extra touches 
for good measure. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Planning for the 
entertainments you want to enjoy is wise, but count the 
cost welL 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Plan how to make 
your abode more functional as well as comfortable and 
add bric-a-brac also that is charming. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Get assistance from a 
bigwig who can help you to improve routines con- 
siderably. Then get busy on the work involved. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be able to understand anything that is practical and will 
know how to handle money and property and will do 
very well in business. Teach early to be more flexible 
and not so hard-headed. Give good spiritual grounding 
early in life. 


THE Daily Crossword bywnsonMcBwth 


ACROSS 
1 Affectation 
5 Lass likely 
tO Colo, senator 

14 Mr. Roberts 

15 Instrumental 
composition 

IS Omnium* 
gatherum 
17 Canine 

20 Bohea 

21 Lend moral 
support 

22 lasso 

23 — da combat 

24 Tam 

26 Monody 

29 FrogrUL 

30 Capture 

33 Playing hooky 

34 Evtta 

35 -Vlgoda 

36 Canine 

40 Alto, old style 

41 Timid 

42 Farewell: Lat 

43 Legal thing 

44 Have a — to 
pick 

45 Egg dish 

47 Cause o( woe 

48 — Chaco. SA. 

49 Af te rw a rds 

52 Canasta card 

53 Wrathful 
58 Canine 
60 A lew 

81 Legal papers 

62 Pert of a 
molecule 

63 Let ft stand 
84 Recipient 
65 Strange: 

comb, form 

DOWN 

1 VerelHer 

2 Coen's river 

3 Cpk tab 

4 Building 
extension 

5 Vocation spot 

6 Musketeer 
nome 

7 Oxidize 
SOU Eng. letter 



. Intent U«M Senncn, Inc 

si fegnti AueraM 


Yesterday's Puzzle Strived: 


9 Female ruff 

10 Aspired 

11 Robert or Alan 

12 Uproar 

13 Forum robe 

18 Maihte 

19 Verdi opera 

23 Retained 

24 Social event 

25 — about 
(approximately) 

26 Beer 

27 Qotup 

28 Breakwaters 

29 Dodger of old 

30 Pertaining 
to ships 

31 Whttepoptw 

32 VtsortMS 

34 Trim trees 

37 Board 

38 Zenith 
38 Tied 

45 UMmatum 



46 Yucatan netfva 53 SBont 

47 Harass 54 Uka — of 

48 Mark bricks 

48 Cofleen 55 People prefix 

50 Lam quantity 57 Append 

51 Docile 


52 Fsda 


SB Modem: pref. 
59 Artist Ernst 


* 








Soviet TV shows ailing 
Chernenko casting his vote 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet State Television showed 
President Konstantin Chernenko casting his vote 
Sunday in elections to republican assemblies. 

Earlier correspondents were 
invited 10 watch Kremlin number 
two Mikhail Gorbachev voting in 
Mr. Chernenko's home district 
and Foreign Ministry officials said 
the president would not appear. 

A spokesman for the television 
told Reuter. "he voted today" 

Mr. Chernenko has been absent 
from the public scene since Dec. 

27 and on Friday the public was 
told he was in poor health for the 
first time. 

Traditionally the party leader 
appears before the press on the 
occasion of nationwide elections. 

In a brief mid-day news pro- 
gramme state television showed 
shotsof Mr. Chernenko, wearing a 
blue suit, placing his ballot paper 
in a box in the Krasnopresnya ele- 
ctoral district where he is standing 


for election. 

The one-minute television film 
showed Mr. Chernenko, looking 
pale and very frail, seated in a 
small room beside a ballot box, 
surrounded by officials including 
Moscow city party chief Viktor 
Grishin. 

Unsmiling and moving slowly, 
he cast his vote and then wished 
those present "happy holiday". 
Voting day is considered a festive 
occasion in the Soviet Union. 

The film, unannounced on the 
television schedule, showed four 
photographers and cameramen 
present in the room. 

It was the first time Mr. Che- 
rnenko has been shown in action 
since he disappeared from public 
view on Dec. 27. 

Earlier Sunday about 30 foreign 


correspondents were admitted to 
the polling station in Mr. Che- 
rnenko's home district, where he 
would normally vote in a ritual 
televised event. 

Mr. Chernenko is standing as a 
candidate for the Russian Fed- 
eration Supreme Soviet (par- 
liament) in the one party ele- 
ctions. 

When he failed to turn up to 
deliver a speech in the Kremlin on 
Friday, the Soviet public was told 
for the first time that he was ill. 

Details of the state of health and 
whereabouts of the Soviet leader 
are rarely disclosed by the state 
media. Officials have been telling 
foreign diplomats and reporters 
for some time that the 7 3 -year-old 
leader was ill. but not seriously. . 

Western experts say he suffers 
from the respiratory ailment emp- 
hysema. 

Mr. Gorbachev walked with his 
wife Raisa, his daughter Irina and 


grand daughter into the white- 
columned hall of the votingstation 
inside the headquarters of the Sov- 
iet Architects? Union. 

Smiling and relaxed. Mr. Gor- 
bachev chatted with local officials 
and voters before walking with his 
family to cast his votes for the 
Russian Federation Supreme Sov- 
iet and local council in ballot 
boxes watched by correspondents 
and cameramen. 

1 Asked how he was feeling, Mr. 
Gorbachev replied “fine" and 
joked with photographers who 
asked him to recast his vote for a 
better picture. “I'm only allowed 
to vote once." he said. 

A Soviet photographer asked 
Mrs. Gorbachev, dressed from 
head to foot in black, with high- 
heeled suede boots, the name of 
her small grand-daughter, who 
put one of the family ballot papers 
into the box. “Ksatrashka," she 
replied. 


OAU ministers to discuss economy 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — (R) — 
African Foreign ministers start a 
nine-day meeting here Monday to 
discuss ways of reversing an unp- 
ara Helled economic decline that 
has spelled disaster for millions of 
Africans. 

The meeting of Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) states will 
also prepare for a special summit 
later this year, the first to be dev- 
oted purely to economic matters 
in six years. 

Faced with falling food pro- 
duction. drought, famine and eco- 
nomic stagnation. OAU states 
decided at their last summit in 
November to shelve perennial pol- 
itical disputes such as the Western 
Sahara and Chad to concentrate 
on economics. 

Morocco quit the OAU when 
the Polisario. which is fighting. 
Morocco for the independence of 
the Western Sahara, was allowed 
to take a seat at the November 


summit. All other states except 
Zaire stayed on to focus on Afr- 
ica's economic woes. 

The next summit, whose date 
and venues is to be fixed at the 
foreign ministers' meeting, will be 
the first devoted entirely to eco- 
nomics since Africa drew up the 
Lagos plan of action in 1979. a 
- blueprint which envisaged a con- 
tinental common market and food 
self-sufficiency by the year 2000. 

But African officials ack- 
nowledge that little progress has 
been made towards those goals. 
More than 20 OALI states depend 
on food aid because of falling pro- 
duction and drought. 

According to Peter Onu. acting 
OAU secretary-general, per cap- 
ita food production in Africa fell 
11 per cent between 1970 and 
19S0. while the continent's pop- 
ulation continued to swell. 

Many African countries have 
badly neglected agriculture, pay- 


ing peasants little for their pro- 
duce to keep prices for city dwe- 
llers low. Western critics say. 

Nigeria for example, black Afr- 
ica’s most prosperous and pop- 
ulous state, used to be self- 
sufficient in food but with the oil 
price boom of the mid 1970s. 
emphasis was shifted to Lhe dev- 
elopment of industry and Nigeria 
became a net food importer. 

The foreign ministers will dev- 
ote much of their nine-day session 
to closed -door discussion of ways 
of tackling the continent's ills. 

But they are also expected to 
discuss political issues, especially 
the current crackdown on anti- 
apartheid campaigners in South 
Africa. African diplomats said. 

Somalia is likely to face que- 
stions over reports that it has all- 
owed South Africa, the pariah of 
the rest of the majority-ruled con- 
tinent, landing rights for its air- 
craft, they said. 


Pakistan goes to polls without parties 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistanis 
vote Monday in their first general 
elections in eight years, with pol- 
itical parties barred from con- 
testing. 

A six- week restricted cam- 
paign. the nation's quietest, ended 
Saturday night with last-minute 
appeals for votes by non-party 
candidates running for 2 1 7 seats 
at stake in a 237-seat National 
Assembly. 

The run-up to the vote was 
marked by widespread arrests of 
opposition leaders and activists 
campaigning for a boycott of the 
elections, and a lack of political 
debate in the absence of usual 
party programmes. 

The National Assembly ele- 
ctions are to be followed by ele- 
ctions for four provincial ass- 
emblies on Thursday. 

The main opposition alliance, 
the 1 1 -party Movement for the 
Restoration of Democracy 
(MRD) which wants an election 
boycott, has planned protests on 
both polling days. 

Candidates, who have to run as 
individuals, were allowed only to 


hold private meetings and canvass 
‘door-to-door. Public meetings, 
marches and the use of lou- 
dspeakers were banned. 

The last general elections in 
Pakistan were held in March 
1977. Charges that there had been 
rigging led to political unrest 
ended by a military coup which 
toppled Prime Minister Zulftkar 
Ali Bhutto. He was later executed. 

Last December Gen. Muh- 
ammad Zia U1 Haq assured him- 
self five more years in power in a 
controversial referendum, also 
boycotted by the MRD. 

He hopes to produce a new lea- 
dership of pious people to help 
him enforce an Islamic system in 
Pakistan. 

But many of the 1,100 can- 
didates for the National Assembly 
are from traditional tribal, feudal, 
business and other interests. The 
largest group consists of 157 for- 
mer members of Bhutto's now- 
banned Pakistan People's Party 
(PPP), the main force in the 
MRD. 

The MRD parties have expelled 
members who are contesting the 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHABLES GOREH 
£ t9W TrtDuns Menu Sontoaa. Inc. 


THE TALE OP THE ACE OF SPADES 


DEAR READERS: We have had 
mur requests over the years for 
those hands we consider to bo our 
favorites. That makes quite a Rat. 
For the time being, therefore, wo 
are devoting the Sunday cotamu to 
a series of famous hands. At the end 
of the series, we will go back to oar 
weekly question and answer col- 
mno- 

Both' vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

♦ J107 

T J87 

0 A J 1084 
*Q3 

EAST 

♦ 853 
? 0105 4 
OQ965 

♦ K8 

SOUTH 

♦ AK 

TAK93 

0 K2 

♦ A 10964 
The bidding: 


WEST 

♦ Q964 2 
<762 

0 73 

♦ J752 


South 

West 

North 

East 

1 ♦ 

Pin 

1 0 

Pass 

2 V 

Pass 

3 0 

Paas 

3 NT 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Four or ♦, 

He stood tall and bis bearing was 
regal, as beGts the most powerful 
card in the pack. Yet their was 
something about his demeanor that 
showed Us pride had been hurt. 

“Just awful," he muttered. “In no 
other country in the world have I 
been treated in such a manner. To 
be discarded like an old shoe! He'll 
get a letter from my lawyer, I 
assure you. 

“1 was dealt to that chap with the 
walrus mustache— unpleasant 
fellow. I must admit he bid his hand 


sensibly, but what he did to me in 
the play — 

“West led a low spade and 
declarer perforce won the king. 
Now it would seem a lead op to the 
qoeeo of elobs. or even a diamond 
finesse, would be a sensible way to 
play the hand. But nol Old wabus- 
faee bad to go and be clever. He 
cashed the king and ace of diamonds 
and continued with the jack. And on 
this trick he discarded me— just as 
if I were a lowly deuce) 

“East won the queen of diamonds 
and coaid do no better than return a 
spade to his partner's queen. That 
brought about this position: 

♦ J 

C J87 

0 109 

♦ Q3 

♦ 962 ♦S 

<7 6 "7 Q 1054 

0- 08 

♦ J752 *KS 

♦ - 

9AK93 

0- 

♦ A 1096 

“West made his best return of a 
club. It’s better to be lucky than 
good, and my declarer guessed 
everything perfectly. He played low 
from the table and captured East’s 
eight with the nine. Then he con- 
tinued with a low dub to the queen 
and East's king. Poor East had 
either to give dummy the lead with 
a diamond or a spade, or else lead a 
heart. Even If West held the queen 
of hearts, declarer could assure 
himself of an entry to the Ijpard 
simply by playing low. As it was, he 
made an overtrick because East had 
the queen. 

"I ask you: Is that bridgel” 


elections in violation of the Boy 1 
cott call. 

The MRD boycott call has 
made voter turnout a big question 
'mark. 

Support for the boycott is str- 
ongest in Sind, Mr. Bhutto’s home 
province. Soldiers have begun 
patrolling streets in Karachi, 
Sind's capital, and have set up 
camps. around the province, acc- 
ording to eyewitnesses. . 

Mr. Bhutto’s daughter. Benazir, 
the acting PPP leader, said in 
London last Thursday that 80 per 
cent of the people would boycott 
the polls. 

Gen. Zia has said he would be 
satisfied if 40 per cent of Pak- 
istan's 34 million electorate voted, 
although he expected more would 
do so. 

Information and Broadcasting 
Minister Raja Zafarul Haq said 
Saturday the turnout could- equal 
that in the Dec. 19 referendum. 
The election commission said 62 
per cent of voters turned out. but 
the MRD said the figure was five 
per cent. 

Mr. Zafarul Haq is one of fiye 
cabinet ministers facing tough 
opponents for National Assembly 
seats. 

Pakistan 
releases 
detained 
j ournalist 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistani 
police Sunday released Iqbal Jaf- 
fery, local correspondent for the 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) in Karachi, after holding 
him for 12 hours without giving a 
reason. 

Jaffety. the first journalist to be 
detained in a wave of arrests bef- 
ore Monday’s general election, 
said plainclothes police never 
showed him a detention order 
after taking him from his home 
Saturday night. 

Karachi Commissioner Syed 
Sardar Ahmad was “quite apo- 
logetic” and blamed the arrest on 
confusion between civilian and 
military security agencies, said 
Jaffety, who also works for Time 
magazine and Danish Radio. 

“ I think they wanted to keep me 
away from this election,” he said 
when asked why he was added to 
the more than 800 politicians, 
party militants and suspected tro- 
ublemakers rounded up before 
the polls. Federal Information 
Secretary Lieutenant-General 
Mujib-Ur-Rehman Khan told the 
BBC Saturday night he did not 
know about Jaffery’s detention. 

But he added that Jaffety. 42, 
would “not be able to vote five 
times in this election”. 


Gromyko 
leaves 
for Rome 
today 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko is lik- 
ely to press the theme of policy 
differences between Western 
Europe and the United States on 
space weapons and other issues 
when he visits Italy and Spain this 
week. 

Mr. Gromyko, 75. Foreign Min- 
ister since 1 957. may also revive a 
tradition established in the 1960s 
of Soviet contacts with the Vatican 
by meeting Pope John Paul during 
his Italian trip. 

Mr. Gromyko leaves Monday 
morning for Rome and is sch- 
eduled to have talks with Italian 
President Sandro Pertini. Prime 
Minister Bettino Craxi and For- 
eign Minister Giuiio Andreotti 
before leaving on Thursday for 
Spain. 

In Madrid, he is due to confer 
with Jejune Minister Felipe Gon- 
zalez, and Foreign Minister Fer- 
nanda Moran before returning to 
Moscow on March 2. 

Western diplomats in Moscow 
said Mr. Gromyko's seven-day 
tour was a sign that the Kremlin, 
did not expect imminent iea- 
ders hip changes, even though Sov- 
iet officials acknowledge Pre- 
sident Konstantin Chernenko is 
ill. 

Italian and Spanish sources said 
they expected Mr. Gromyko 
would stress the doubts of some 
Western European counties over 
President Reagan's plans to res- 
earch a space-based anti-missile 
defence system, popularly known 
as ‘Star Wars’. 

American and Soviet neg- 
otiators are due to open talks in 
Geneva on March 12 on space 
weapons and medium — and 
long-range nuclear missiles* the 
first such US. -Soviet arras dis- 
cussions since November 1983. 

While West Germany has dis- 
played some approval of the U.S. 
space defence proposals, both Bri- 
tain and France have expressed 
scepticism and Italian leaders 
have tended to the latter position, 
diplomatic sources said. 

In Rome, Mr. Gromyko is likely 
to remind officials of the Soviet 
view that the deployment of 
.NATO cruise missiles in Sicily has 
dkmaged East- West relations, the 
sources said. 



WAITING FOR GAS: Car owners wait in 

line beside their vehicles in Managua Thursday, 
waiting up to three hours in hopes of buying the 


maximum amount of gasoline allowed — five gal- 
lons. Car owners get a gasoline ration of 20 gallons a 
month (AP wire photo) 


Sri Lankan guerrillas release one 
kidnapped official, kill another 


COLOMBO (R) — Separatist 
guerrillas have shot dead one of 
two government officials kid-* 
napped in the troubled northern 
province on Friday but have rel- 
eased the other, a government 
spokesman said Sunday. 

Armed guerrillas seized K. 
Gnanachandran. government 
agent of Mullaitivu district and 
Kirupa Thflingan. an additional 
director of planning in Mullaitivu. 
from a bus at Panin dan. 75 kil- 
ometres from the provincial cap- 
ital of Jaffna. 

The spokesman said security 
forces found Mr. Gna- 
nachandran's body tied to a post at 
Iranamadu in the Kiliinochchi dis- 
trict with gunshot wounds in the 
head. 

He said Kirupa Thilingan. add- 
itional director of planning in the 
Mullaitivu district, was released in 
the north Saturday. Thilingan’s 


statement was being recorded by 
police, the spokesman said. 

He did not give details of Thi- 
iingan's release. 

Mr. Gnanachandran is the hig- 
hest ranking government official 
to have been abducted by gue- 
rrillas who are fighting for a sep- 
arate state in nonhem Sri Lanka 
for the country's 2.5 million min- 
ority Tamils. 

Security sources could not give 
a motive for the killing of Mr. 
Gnanachandran. 

Seven police officers and a civ- 
ilian police clerk were also killed 
in a blast set off by guerrillas in 
nonhem Mullaitivu two hours 
after the two officials had been 
kidnapped. 

Guerrillas have abducted at 
least four policemen during the 
past three months. 

Meanwhile. Foreign Ministiy 
sources said Sri Lanka's high 


commissioner in New Delhi is ret- 
urning to Colombo Sunday for 
urgent consultations after India 
rejected a proposal for joint naval 
patrols by the two countries. 

The sources declined Sunday to 
comment on the return of Bernard 
Tilakarame but said “a whole lot 
of matters will be discussed". 

Indian Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi Saturday rejected a pro- 
posal for joint naval patrols saying 
they were not needed. 

Colombo made the proposal 
last week after New Delhi charged 
that Indian fishermen were being 
harrassed by the Sri Lankan Navy. 
Colombo has denied the charges. 

Bilateral relations have plunged 
after repeated charges by Sri 
Lanka that guerrillas train and 
operate from the south Indian 
state of Tamil Nadu. India has 
denied the charges. 


Meese confirmed as attorney general 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Sen- 
ate has confirmed White House 
aide Edwin Meese as attorney 
generaL after ending a four-day 
filibuster by Senators seeking 
more federal aid for farmers. The 
vote was 63-3 1 . 

President Reagan nominated 
Mr. Meese more than year ago to 
succeed William French Smith as 
the top U.S. law enforcement off : 
icer. but Senate confirmation was 
first delayed by an investigation 
into his finances. 

Opponents said Mr. Meese 
showed poor judgment and a lock 
of concern about ethics by sec- 
uring federal positions for people 
who loaned him money but the 
investigation cleared him of any 


criminal wrongdoing. 

Mr. Meese, 56. is expected to 
advocate tough law enforcement 
polices. Like Mr. Reagan, he con- 
siders crime control and the war 
on narcotics as top priorities. 

He first caught Mr. Reagan's 
attention when he was a pro- 
secutor dealing with peace dem- 
onstrators at the Uni versity of Cal- 
ifornia at Berkeley in 1964 and 
1965. 

Mr. Meese. who as a prosecutor 
liked to ride in police cars, is exp- 
ected to push for legislation all- 
owing greater use of the death 
penalty. He has also proposed giv- 
ing police greater latitude in con- 
ducting search and seizure of evi- 


dence operations. 

While serving as a top White 
House aide in the first four years 
of Mr. Reagan's presidency. Mr. 
Meese often sparked controversy. 
He once described the American 
Civil Liberties Union, a legal 
rights group, as a “criminals’ 
lobby” and he questioned the acc- 
uracy of reports of hunger in 
America. 

Some opposition democratic 
Senators objected to him on the 
grounds that he played a key role 
in the administration’s lower 
emphasis on civil rights, its opp- 
osition to legal services for the 
poor and the small number of 
women and minorities it named as 
judges. 


Filipino military seals off kidnappers’ routes 


MANILA — The military Sunday 
claimed to have sealed off all esc- 
ape routes of kidnappers holding a 
bishop and eight others near 
Zamboanga city in the southern 
Philippines, a church-backed 
human rights group said. 

A spokesman for the Interfaith 
Commission for Justice and Peace 
(ICJP) told -Retuers by telephone 
from Zamboanga that no ransom 
demand had been made so far. 

' The spokesman quoted sou- 
thern region military commander 
Major-General Delfin Castro, as 
saying all escape routes had been 
sealed but he could not launch a 
full rescue operation as it could 
endanger the lives of the captives. 

The kidnappers are believed to 
be from a splinter group of the 
Muslim rebel Moro National Lib- 
eration Front (MNLF). They sei- 
zed Bishop Federico Escaler and 
10 others, including two nuns, on 


Friday but later freed two of the 
women. 

The spokesman said two fis- 
hermen were found dead Saturday 
□ear the area where the kid- 
napping took place and it was pos- 
sible they had been killed after 
stumbling across the kidnap party. 
The bishop and others are bel- 
ieved to be safe. 

The kidnap victims were seized 
by armed men who stopped their 
van on a road about 75 kilometres 
north of Zamboanga. On Sat- 
urday the Philippine News Age- 
ncy said 20 men armed with 
high-powered guns and dressed in 
fatigue uniforms took pan. 

The two released women raised 
the alarm. 

Malaya newspaper Sunday quo- 
ted archbishop Antonio Mabutas. 
head of the Catholic Bishop Con- 
ference of the Philippines, as say- 


ing the church was ready to neg- 
otiate with. Escalcr's captors but 
would not pay any ransom. 

“If it is for money, they have 
picked the wrong man.” Mabutas. 
the Archbishop of Davao, was 
quoted as saying. 

The kidnappers are believed to 
be in an area north of Zamboanga 
Ciiy on the border of Zamboanga 
Del Norte and Zamboanga Del 
Sur provinces on Mindanao Isl- 
and. 

No motive for the kidnapping 
has so far been established. 

Friends of Bishop Escaler in 
Manila said he has campaigned 
actively against human rights vio- 
lations and alleged military abuses 
and is popular in his Zamboanga 
Del Sur parish. 

But they said they understood a 
local tribe was displeased with 
Escaler. 


CIA reportedly , plotted ouster of Nicaraguan government 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Three 
years ago. as the administration of 
President Ronald Reagan assured 
Congress that ousting Nicaragua's 
government was not aUi. goal. 
CIA paramilitary officers pre- 
pared an ambitious plan to ach- 
ieve that objective, according to 
U.S. officials. 

One knowledgeable official, 
who spoke only on condition he 
not be identified, said a timetable 
for overthrowing the Sandinista 
government by the end of 1983 
was written by senior CIA par- 
amilitary officers in early 1982, 
shortly after Mr. Reagan aut- 
horised start of the covert ope- 
ration against Nicaragua in Dec-, 
ember 1981. 

“There were always two 
tracks,” said the official, one sta- 
ting the CIA's objective publicly 
as interdicting weapons going 
from Nicaragua to Salvadorean 
guerrillas and the other, the ove- 
rthrow of the Sandinista gov- 
ernment. 

But an administration official 
said the plan proposing large-scale 
U.S. backing for the rebels was 
never approved as policy and was 
“so absurd everyone laughed at 
it.” He said the plan was only an 
attempt to show “In theory, what 
we could do.” 

This official, who also dem- 
anded anonymity, argued that the. 


CLA's refusal to provide the Nic- 
araguan rebels with sufficient mil- 
itary supplies to win the war was 
proof that the administration 
never intended to oust the San- 
d in is t as. 

But in his toughest statement of 
his Nicaraguan policy to date, Mr. 
Reagan said "Thursday that he is 
seeking the removal of the San- 
dinista government unless it 
brings the rebels into the gov- 
ernment and changes its policies. 

A congressional ban on aiding 
the rebels expires Thursday. 

The first official said the tim- 
etable set out projected month- 
by-month growth of the CIA- 
backed army up to the end of 19 S3 
when the anti-Sandinista rebels 
were to march into Managua and 
seize power. 

He said that ouster plan was dis- 
carded only when the CIA rec- 
ognised in the spring of 1983 that 
the rebels could still not mount a 
serious challenge to the Sandinista 
government. 

CIA spokesman George Lau- 
der refused comment about the 
purported timetable- 

In secret testimony before con- 
gressional oversight committee in 
1982. CIA denied that the cov- 
ert operation was intended to oust 
the Sandinista government, acc- 
ording to administration and con- 
gressional officials. 


But congressional suspicions 
about the intent of the covert war 
continued and became central to- 
the fight over the CIA aid to the 
rebels. That assistance totalled 
about $80 million over two years 
before being cut off by Congress in 
1984 amid a furor over C!A- 
directed mining of Nicaragua's 
. harbours. 

In explaining the covert action, 
the administration initially ins- 
isted it only wanted to stop wea- 
pons headed for Salvadoran gue 7 
rrillas. Later, the goal was bro- 
adened to include pressuring the 
Sandinistas to cut ties to Cuba and 
the Soviet Union and to live up to 
promises of an open, democratic . 
system. 

In the past CIA-backed rebel 
leaders also cited the end of 1983 
— the date reportedly used in the 
timetable — as the targei for ove- 
rthrowing the Sandinistas. 

Edgar Chamorro, a former dir- 
ector of the Nicaraguan Democrat 
forces known by its Spanish ini- 
tials. FDN, said he was given that 
date by a CTA officer when the 
.agency persuaded him to join the 
FDN in late 1982. 

Mr. Chamorro recalled that the 
CIA officer said, “we are def- 
initely going to Managua” and 
“that, we would have to do it by 
July (1983) or by the latest, the 
end of that year. They (the CIA) 


didn't want this to be a prolong 
war.” 

The U.S. official, who discuss 
the timetable, said a CIA offic 
did meet with Mr. Chamorro a 
other Nicaraguans targeted I 
recruitment in the fall of 1982 a 
“told them all these fantasie 
about the likely chances of ousti 
the Sandinistas in about a year 

The administration official st 
an overthrow plan was never ap 
roved as policy, although addi 
that a proposal for a large -sc; 
U.S.-backed paramilitary op 
ration was prepared after a re 
uest about the covert war’s pi 
s peels from then-Secretary 
State Alexander Haig. 

Concerned about the adi 
inistratioo’s goals, however. Co 
gress approved a hill in Decemfc 
1982. barring the CIA from sp 
nding funds for the purpose 
overthrowing the Nicaragu: 
government. 

In an April 1 4. 1 983 news cc 
ference. Mr. Reagan said, “ar 
thing that we’re doing is. aimed 
interdicting these (Salvadorc 
guerrilla) supply lines and st 
ppiag this effort to overthrow t 
El Salvador government.” Ask 
if he was frying to o.ust the Sa 
dinistas, the president answer* 
“no. because that would be vi 
lating the law.” 
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British guide killed 
by Indian tiger 

NEW DELHI (R) — British tra- 
vel guide -Davkl Hunt killed 
by a tiger after leaving the group 
he was escorting in a north Indian 
'wildlife park. The visitors were 
protected by an armed guard and ; 
Hunt, a freelance guide in his 50s. 
had himself cautioned them to 
stick together, one of the tour org- 
anisers said Saturday. The park, in 
Uuar Pradesh state, is home to 90 
tigers. A spokesman for Mercury- 
Travels (India) Ltd. said: "Three 
of the group saw a bird fly ahead 
and tried to follow it. When it flew 
away. Hunt went over a nearby 
ridge to find it and was not seen 
alive again. The armed guard sta- 
ye’d with the group. "When the 
group went to look for Hunt, they 
found the tiger standing over the 
body and hod to frighten it away 
whh three elephants, which they 
used to remove the body he said . 

Doctors separate 
Siamese twins, ^ 

one dies 

CATANIA Sicily (R> - Sur- 
geons have operated in separate 
three-day-old Siamese twin hoys, 
only one of whom survived, hos- 
pital sources said. They said the 
operation had been performed 
although doctors had said it would 
kill one of the twins, who were 
joined at the breastbone, shared 
some ot the same internal organs 
and had only three legs between 
them. The sources said the sur- 
viving twin had about a 1 0 percent 
chance of survival and prognnsk 
was reserved because of the ira- 
uma of the operation. 

Archbishop arrested ^ 
for drunk driving 

MINNEAPOLIS (Rl - Arc- 
hbishop John Roach, a former 
president of tWe L’.S. Conference 
of Roman Catholic Bishops, has 
said he was arrested for drunken 
driving on Thursday and spent the 
night in jail. "1 acted imprudently 
and was guilty of some very ser- 
ious bad judgment," Roach. 63, 
told a gathering ol 250 Catholic 
lay leaders. " He didn't ask for any 
preferential treatment. 

State may drop sex 
charges against boy 

MIAMI ( AP) — The attorney tor 
a 1 2-ycar-old boy who had int- 
ercourse with a consenting in- 
year-old girl has said prosecutors 
w-erc willing to drop a sexual bat- 
tery charge if the boy agrees to 
undergo counselling. "The state • 
attorney’s office and I have agreed . 
the boy's case is absurd." said ass- 
istant public defender Robin 
Faber. "It is my understanding 
that on Tuesday they will be dro- 
pping the criminal charges." The 
boy is to appear tor trial in juv- 
enile court Tuesday. The girl's 
attorney. Roberta Fox: said Sat- 
urday she had not been told whe- 
ther the charge against the girl 
would be dropped also. The ele- 
mentary school classmates had sex 
"after school on Dec. 17 in the 
boy's bedroom of his parents' 
Miami Beach apartment, police 
said. The boy was arrested D«. 19 
and detained for three days and 
two nights at Dade County Youth 
Hail. 
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Lord Mountbatten’s 
private life revealed 

LONDON { R ) — The marriage of 
Lord Mountbatten. India's last 
viceroy and cousin of Britain's 
Oueen Elizabeth, was threatened 
by infidelities on both sides and 
the couple even considered drv-- 
orce, according to his official bio- 
graphy. Extracts from the book, 
which is being serialised in the 
Sunday Times newspaper prior to 
publication, reveal new details of 
the private life of Lord Mou- 
ntb&tien and his wife Edwina. 
Lord Mountbatten. uncle of the ? 
Duke of Edinburgh, husband of' 
Oueen Elizabeth and the mon- 
arch’s third cousin, was killed by 
an Irish guerrilla bomb in 1979. 
aged 79. Author Philip Ziegler 
said Lord Mountbatten once rem- 
arked that he and his wife, a gla- 
morous millionairess, “spent all 
our married lives gening into 
other people’s beds.” Ziegler, the 
first biographer with access to 
Lord Mountbatten’ s private and 
professional archives, said Lord 4 
Mountbatten had at least iw.' 
“protracted love affairs outside^ 
his marriage". Gossip linked Edw- 
ura s name with many men, but 
while Mountbatten was tolerant of 
her demand for independence, die 
was fiercely jealous of his office, 
achievements, women friends and 
relationship with their da ugh ter 
Patricia, the biography saki. 




